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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

NOTE ON ORGANIZATION

The Proposed Local Bankruptcy Rules have been numbered as required by the
directive of the Judicial Conference of the United States that "a numbering system for
local rules . . . [must] correspond to" the F.R.B.P.  In addition, the organization,
content, and numbering of the Proposed Local Bankruptcy Rules compares substantial-
ly to the Uniform Numbering System for Local Bankruptcy Rules which has been
recommended to the district courts by the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules. 
Many provisions of the current Local Bankruptcy Rules, which are referred to as the 97
L.B.R., have been retained in the Proposed Local Bankruptcy Rules.  Some of the
retained provisions of the 97 L.B.R. are now in different numbered rules.

Following the text of the Proposed Local Bankruptcy Rules are a Source Table
and a Disposition Table.  The Source Table shows the 97 L.B.R. source, if any, for
each proposed local bankruptcy rule and the Disposition Table shows whether a 97
L.B.R. has been retained, and, if it has, in what proposed local bankruptcy rule the 97
L.B.R. is now found.
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Amendments to Local Bankruptcy Rules

Amended Rule            Effective Date          

Local Rule 2090-1(c)                                                            April 5, 2004 
 
Local Rule 2016-2                                                                February 23, 2004
 
Local Rule 5005 April 1, 2003

Local Rule 2090-1(c) February 1, 2003

Local Bankruptcy Form 9014-3 February 1, 2003

Local Rule 2002-1(b) December 11, 2000

Local Rule 7016-1(a) December 11, 2000

Local Rule 7026-1(a) December 11, 2000

Local Rule 9014-3(e)-(k) December 11, 2000

Local Rule 1017-2(b) March 1, 2000

Local Rule 9019-2 March 1, 2000
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Local Rule 1001-1

Local Rules—General

(a) Scope.  The Local Bankruptcy Rules and Local Bankruptcy Forms are
adopted to govern the practice and procedure before the United States Bankruptcy Court
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

(b) Short Title.  These rules shall be cited and referred to herein as the Local
Bankruptcy Rules (or "L.B.R.") and the forms as the Local Bankruptcy Form (or
"L.B.F."). 

(c) Construction.  These rules and forms shall be construed in a manner consistent
with the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, referred to herein as  "F.R.B.P.," and
Official Bankruptcy Forms.

(d) Effective Date.  The L.B.R. and L.B.F. shall become effective on the
thirtieth day following promulgation and shall govern the practice and procedure before
the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania for all
pending and future cases.

(e) Rescission.  On the effective date of the L.B.R. and L.B.F., all previously
enacted local rules and local forms are rescinded.

SOURCE

Subdivisions (a)-(c).  97 L.B.R. 1001.1

Subdivisions (d) and (e).  97 L.B.R. 1001.2.

Local Rule 1002-1

Petition—General

(a) Number of Copies.  An original petition filed with the clerk shall be accompanied
by the following number of copies of the petition:
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(1) three copies of a petition requesting relief under chapter 7, 12, or 13; 

(2) four copies of a petition requesting relief under chapter 9 or 11, other than
a petition of a railroad under subchapter IV of chapter 11; or

(3) nine copies of a petition of a railroad under subchapter IV of chapter 11.

(b) Evidence of Authority to File.  If the debtor is other than an individual, evidence
of authority to initiate the case shall be filed with the petition.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a).  97 L.B.R. 1002.1(a) and (b).

Subdivision (b).  97 L.B.R. 1002.2(c).

Local Rule 1007-1

Lists, Schedules, Statements, Affidavit, and Notice: Number of Copies
   
(a) Chapter 11 and 12 Cases.  

(1) Additional Lists.  In a chapter 11 and chapter 12 case, in addition to the
documents required by F.R.B.P. 1007, the debtor shall file with the petition in a voluntary
case and within 15 days after entry of the order for relief in an involuntary case:

(A) a list of the name and address (including zip code) of each creditor who the
debtor knows is a member of any committee organized by creditors before the
commencement of the case; and

(B) a list of the name and address (including zip code) of each creditor who the
debtor knows claims a security interest in cash collateral, as defined by § 363(a)
of the Code; or 

(C) if the debtor is unable to file either of the lists, the debtor, a partner of a
partnership debtor, or a responsible officer of a corporate debtor shall file an
affidavit setting forth with particularity the reason it is unable to file a list or lists. 
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(2) Extension to File Additional Lists.  If an affidavit permitted under subdivision
(a)(1)(C) is filed by the debtor or on behalf of the debtor and the debtor is engaged in
business, the debtor shall file the lists required by subdivision (a)(1) within 15 days after
the filing of the petition in a voluntary case or within 30 days after entry of an order for
relief in an involuntary case.

(b) Statement of Operations.  In a chapter 11 case, if the debtor is engaged in
business, and in a chapter 12 case the debtor shall file within 15 days after the filing of the
petition in a voluntary case, or within 15 days after entry of an order for relief in an
involuntary case, if prepared and available, a statement of operations listing receipts and
disbursements by category for the most recent month or quarter and for the most recent
fiscal year prior to the commencement of the case.

(c) Cash Collateral.  In a chapter 11 case, the debtor shall notify each creditor 
known to the debtor to claim a security interest in cash collateral, as defined by  § 363(a)
of the Code, of the filing of the petition in a voluntary case or of the entry of an order for
relief in an involuntary case within one business day of the filing of the petition or the entry
of the order for relief.  The debtor shall promptly file a certificate of notice. 

(d) Number of Copies.  The number of copies of the schedules, statements and lists
required to be filed under F.R.B.P. 1007 and this rule shall correspond to the number of
copies of the petition required by L.B.R. 1002-1.

SOURCE

Subdivisions (a)-(c) are substantially the same as 97 L.B.R. 1007.1. 

Subdivision (d) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1002.1(c).  

Local Rule 1007-2

Matrix List of Creditors

(a) Matrix List of Creditors.  A matrix list of creditors is a centered single column list
of the name and complete address of each creditor. 

(b) Voluntary Case.  In a voluntary case, the debtor shall file a Matrix List of Creditors
with the petition. 
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(c) Involuntary Case.  In an involuntary case, the debtor shall file a Matrix List of
Creditors within 15 days of the entry of the order for relief. 

(d) Chapter 13 Case: Copies.  In a chapter 13 case the debtor shall file an additional
copy of the Matrix List of Creditors and any supplement.

(e) Supplement to Matrix List of Creditors.  The Matrix List of Creditors is
supplemented by filing a separate page or pages prepared in accord with subdivision (a)
of this rule.  Each page of the filing shall contain the following legend at the bottom right
side of the page:

Supplement to Matrix List of Creditors
  Dated: [date supplement filed]

Page No. ___ of ___ page(s)

The originally filed Matrix List of Creditors and any supplement shall constitute the Matrix
List of Creditors for the purpose of these rules.

(f) No Duty to Supplement.  A debtor does not have to file a supplement to include a
party who has filed a request for  notices  under F.R.B.P. 2002(j).

(g) List of Creditors.  A copy of the Matrix List of Creditors prepared pursuant to
L.B.R. 1007-2 may be filed by the debtor as the list of creditors required under F.R.B.P.
1007(a)(1) or 1007(a)(2).

SOURCE

This rule is derived from 97 L.B.R. 1007.2. Subdivisions (a) and (f) set forth the format
for the Matrix List of Creditors and for a supplement to the Matrix which adds creditors.
The Matrix must be filed with the petition in all voluntary cases in order to facilitate prompt
administration of the case and the noticing of the meeting of creditors.

Subdivision (g) is new.
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Local Rule 1009-1

Amendments to Voluntary Petition and Schedule: Adding a Creditor

(a) Amendment of Voluntary Petition or Schedule.  An amendment to a voluntary
petition or schedule shall be served on the trustee, any official committee, the United States
trustee, and all parties affected by the amendment.  The amendment shall be accompanied
by a certification of service.  If there are no parties affected by the amendment, the
certification of service shall so state. 

(b) Addition of Creditor.

(1) An amendment adding a creditor to the debtor's schedule shall be served on
that creditor.  If the creditor is added after the notice of the § 341 meeting
has been mailed, a copy of the notice of the § 341 meeting and any other
notices which have been served on all creditors in the case shall be served by
the debtor's counsel with the amendment. 

(2) An amendment adding a creditor shall be accompanied by the fee prescribed
by the Administrative Office of the United States Court or by an application
under L.B.R. 5080-1 to waive that fee due to the debtor's inability to pay the
fee. 

(c) Supplement to Matrix List of Creditors.  An amendment filed by the debtor
adding a creditor to the schedule or a request by the debtor to add an interested party shall
be accompanied by a Supplement to the Matrix List of Creditors prepared in accord with
L.B.R.1007-2(e) which lists the added creditors. 

SOURCE

This rule is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1009.1

Local Rule 1017-1

Conversion of Case

(a) Debtor's Notice of Conversion.  On the day a notice of conversion under §§
1208(a) or 1307(a) is filed, the debtor shall serve a copy of the notice on the trustee.
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(b) Certain Motions of Debtor to Convert.   A motion of a debtor to convert a case
to a case under another chapter under §§ 706(a) or 1112(a) of the Code is governed by
L.B.R. 9014-2 (Motions Determined Without Hearing).  

(c) Other Motions to Convert.  Except as provided in subdivision (b), a motion to
convert a case to a case under another chapter is governed by L.B.R. 9014-3.  The notice
of the motion, hearing date, and the time to file an answer required to be given under
L.B.R. 9014-3(h) shall be given to those on the Matrix List of Creditors instead of to those
on the Clerk's Service List.

(d) Notice of Conversion.  If a case is converted from one chapter to another, the
clerk shall provide timely notice of the conversion of the case to those on the Matrix List
of Creditors and the Clerk's Service List, the United States trustee, and the trustee.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is new.  Under F.R.B.P. 1017(d), a debtor who files a notice of
conversion of a case with the court pursuant to §§ 1208(a) or 1307(a) does not have to
notify anyone that the case has been converted.  Subdivision (a) requires that notice of
conversion of the case be given to the trustee.

Subdivision (b) is similar to 97 L.B.R. 1017.3(a), except that a motion must be filed
rather than an application.

Subdivision (c) is similar to 97 L.B.R. 1017.3(b), but this rule also applies to motions
filed by a person other than the debtor.

Subdivision (d) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1019.1.

Local Rule 1017-2

Dismissal of Case 

(a) Certain Motions of Debtor to Dismiss.  A motion of a debtor to voluntarily dismiss
a case under §§ 1208(b) or 1307(b) of the Code is governed by L.B.R. 9014-2 (Motions
Determined Without Hearing).  The motion shall be served on the trustee and the United
States trustee. 
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(b) Other Motions to Dismiss.  Except as provided in subdivision (a), a motion to
dismiss a case is governed by L.B.R. 9014-3.  L.B.R. 9014-3(h) does not apply to
motions to dismiss under either § 707(a)(3) or § 707(b).  The notice of motion, hearing
date, and time to file an answer required to be given under L.B.R. 9014-3(h) shall be given
to those on the Matrix List of Creditors instead of to those on the Clerk's Service List.  

(c) Notice of Dismissal.  If a case is dismissed, the clerk shall provide timely notice of
the dismissal of the case to those on the Matrix List of Creditors and the  Clerk's Service
List, the United States trustee, and the trustee.

(d) Debtor's Address.  If the case is dismissed, the debtor shall advise the trustee within
10 days of entry of the order of dismissal of the address to which any refund of money paid
to the trustee may be made.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1017.1(a) except that the debtor must file a
motion rather than an application.

Subdivision (b).  Amended pursuant to the February 28, 2000, Order of the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of Penn. and effective March 1, 2000.

Subdivisions (c) and (d) are derived from 97 L.B.R. 1017.1(c) and (d).

Local Rule 1019-1

Conversion: Filings Following

(a) Conversion to Chapter 7.  Within fifteen (15) days after entry of an order
converting a case under another chapter to a chapter 7 case, the debtor shall file

(1) the original and three copies of the schedule of post petition debts, if any,
which arose subsequent to the filing of the petition but prior to the conversion
to chapter 7; and

(2) if appropriate, a supplement to the Matrix List of Creditors prepared in
accord with L.B.R. 1007-2(e).
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(b) Conversion to Chapter 13.  Within fifteen (15) days after entry of an order
converting a case under another chapter to a chapter 13 case, the debtor shall file

(1) the original and three copies of the schedule of post petition debts, if any,
which arose subsequent to the filing of the petition but prior to the conversion
to chapter 13, and

(2) if appropriate, a supplement to the Matrix List of Creditors prepared in
accord with L.B.R. 1007-2(e).

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1019.2.

Subdivision (b) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1019.3. 

Local Rule 2002-1

Notice to Creditors

(a) Notice of Order for Relief in Consumer Cases.  The notice required to be mailed
by F.R.B.P. 2002(o) shall be combined with the notice required to be sent by F.R.B.P.
2002(a)(1) and mailed by the clerk within 20 days after the filing of the petition.

(b) Notice of Hearing on Application for Compensation.  Notice of the filing of an
application for compensation or reimbursement of expenses, when required by F.R.B.P.
2002(a)(6), shall be mailed by the applicant and the applicant shall file with the court a
certification of notice.  Notice of the filing of an application by counsel for the debtor for
compensation must be provided under F.R.B.P. 2002(a)(6) only if the statement required
by § 329 of the Code and L.B.R. 2016-4 indicates that the post-petition compensation
plus the amount of the reimbursement for expenses exceeds the amount specified in
F.R.B.P. 2002(a)(6).

(c) Clerk's Service List.  The clerk shall maintain a Clerk's Service List which lists the
name, address, phone number, and fax number of the debtor, counsel for the debtor, the
trustee, counsel for any committee and the members of the committee, and all creditors and
equity security holders who have filed requests that all notices be mailed to them under
F.R.B.P. 2002(i).
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SOURCE

Subdivision (a). 97 L.B.R. 2002.1.

Subdivision (b) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 2002.2(a), which was first modified to make
it clear that the monetary trigger for notice to all creditors is based only on the amount of
the fee and expenses incurred for postpetition services.  A second modification, effective
December 11, 2000, revised the “trigger” to track the sum specified in F.R.B.P.
2002(a)(6).

Subdivision (c) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 2002.5.

Under L.B.R. 9014-3, which governs motion practice, a movant must give notice of the
filing of the motion and the hearing date to those on the Clerk's Service List; however, the
movant is no longer required to provide a copy of the motion to those on the Clerk's
Service List.  A copy of the motion must be provided by the movant only to persons on
the Clerk's Service List who request a copy of the motion.

Local Rule 2004-1

Depositions and Examinations

Before filing a motion for an examination under F.R.B.P. 2004, counsel for the moving
party shall, except in extraordinary circumstances, give three (3) days notice to counsel for
the party to be examined or, if the party is not represented, to the party that a motion for
examination will be filed, and counsel for the moving party shall attempt, before filing the
motion, to arrange a mutually convenient time and date for the examination. 

SOURCE

This rule is the same as 97 L.B.R. 2004.1 with the exception that this rule refers to a
motion, rather than an application, for an examination.  
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Local Rule 2010-1

Trustees: Management and Disbursement of Estate's Funds

If trustee is serving in a chapter 7 or 11 case, the trustee shall be the sole person with
signatory or other authority to control or disburse funds or other property of the estate.

SOURCE

This rule is the same as 97 L.B.R. 2010.1

Local Rule 2014-1

Employment of Professionals 

(a) Application.  Requests to employ attorneys, accountants, appraisers, auctioneers,
agents, or other professionals shall be made by application under the procedure set forth
in L.B.R. 9013-1(d) or (e), whichever is applicable.  

(b) Service. 

(1) An application of the trustee, debtor-in-possession, or any official creditors'
committee to employ bankruptcy counsel must be served on the United
States trustee and, if appropriate, counsel for the debtor, and any trustee.

(2) All other applications to employ must be served on the United States trustee,
counsel for the debtor, counsel for any official creditors' committee, and those
on the Clerk's Service List.

SOURCE

This rule is substantially the same as 97 L.B.R. 2014.1.
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Local Rule 2014-2

Attorney's Control of Funds of the Estate Prohibited

An attorney whose employment is approved under § 327 of the Code, except (i) when
also serving as the trustee, or (ii) when serving as an escrow agent, shall not establish or
exercise any signatory or other authority to control or disburse funds or other property of
the estate.

SOURCE

This rule is similar to 97 L.B.R. 2014.2.  Added to the "except" clause is a reference to
the trustee who is also serving as an attorney.

Local Rule 2015-1

Trustees and Debtors in Possession: Operating Reports

A trustee or debtor-in-possession who submits an operating report to the United States
trustee shall file a copy of the report on the same day and shall serve a copy of the report
on counsel for any official creditors' committee  within three (3) days of filing the report.

SOURCE

This rule is derived from L.B.R. 2015.1.

Local Rule 2016-1  

Compensation of Professionals: Service, Notice, and Disposition of Application

(a) Service: Courtesy Copy.  A copy of the application for compensation and
reimbursement for expenses shall be served by the applicant on any trustee or interim
trustee, the trustee's counsel, the United States trustee, the debtor, the debtor's counsel,
and counsel for any official committee.  The applicant shall file a certification of service.
An applicant shall furnish a copy of an application to any party in interest who requests a
copy of the application and who agrees to reimburse the applicant for the actual cost of
producing and delivering the copy of the application. 
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(b) Notice.  Before or on the date an application for compensation and reimbursement
of expenses is filed, the applicant shall, if notice of a hearing on the application is required
under F.R.B.P. 2002(a)(6), give to those on the Matrix List of Creditors or, if there is an
official committee serving in the case to those on the Clerk's Service List, notice of the
identity of the applicant, and the amounts requested, and the requirement that any objection
to the application must be filed and served on the applicant or, if the applicant is repre-
sented, counsel for the applicant within twenty (20) days of the date on which the
application is filed.  

(c) Certification of Notice and Whether any Objection Has Been Filed.  After the
expiration of the twenty (20) day period to file an objection, the applicant shall file a
certification of notice which also certifies whether any timely objection has been filed.  The
applicant may include in the certification a request that a hearing be held.

(d) Disposition of Application.  After the filing of a Certification of Notice under
subdivision (c), the court may either rule on the application or set a hearing date.

(e) Notice of Hearing.  If the court sets a hearing date for an application for
compensation and reimbursement of expenses, the clerk or, if the court directs, the
applicant shall give notice of the hearing to the applicant, the objector, those required to
be served or to be given notice under subdivisions (a) or (b), and any other person the
court directs.

(f) Disposition Without Hearing: Reduced Award.  If the court, without holding a
hearing, awards an applicant less than the requested amount of compensation and
reimbursement of expenses, an applicant's motion under Rule 9023 of the F.R.B.P. to alter
or amend the order may include a request for a hearing on the application or be
accompanied by a brief in support of the application.  Such a motion to alter or amend is
governed by L.B.R. 9014-2, Motions Determined Without a Hearing, except that the
court shall hold a hearing if an applicant requests a hearing.

SOURCE

This rule is derived from 97 L.B.R. 2002.2(b)-(d).

Subdivision (a).  The last sentence of subdivision (a) requires an applicant to provide
a copy of the application to any party who requests a copy of the application and pays the
cost of copying and delivering a copy of the application.
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Subdivision (f).  If the court rules on a fee application without holding a hearing, an
applicant may file a motion under F.R.B.P. 9023 to alter or amend the order.  This
subdivision provides that if a Rule 9023 motion contains a request for a hearing, the court
must hold a hearing before ruling on the Rule 9023 motion.  If the Rule 9023 motion does
not contain a request for a hearing, the court may dispose of the motion under L.B.R.
9014-2 without a hearing.

Local Rule 2016-2  

Compensation of Debtor's Counsel in Chapter 7 or 13 Case: Short Form of
Application

(a) Content of Application.  If counsel for the debtor in a chapter 13 case will 
receive  a total of  $1500 or less for all services rendered therein, an application 
required by F.R.B.P. 2016 (a) shall include a description of the services rendered
and the expenses incurred, and the total time expended.

(b) Form of Application.  An application for compensation or reimbursement of
expenses that conforms substantially to L.B.F. 2016-2, satisfies the requirements of
subdivision (a). 

 

   SOURCE

         Subdivision (a), which applies only to applications of counsel for the debtor, is designed
         to simplify the fee applications filed in small consumer chapter 7 and 13 cases.  The
     services performed must be described but time records need not accompany the
    application.

         Subdivision (b) authorizes the use of a standard form of fee application.
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L.B.F. 2016-2 Application of Counsel for Debtor 
for Compensation or Reimbursement of Expenses

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

In re: ) Chapter 13
)
)
)

                         Debtor ) Bankruptcy No.

 APPLICATION FOR 
          COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES 

.............................................................................................
Name of applicant

applies under § 330 of the Code for an award of compensation and reimbursement of
actual, necessary expenses and represents:

1. Applicant is counsel for the debtor.

2. All services rendered and expenses incurred for which compensation or
reimbursement is requested were performed or incurred for or on behalf of the
debtor, the services and expenses were actual and necessary, and the compensa-
tion requested for those services is reasonable.

3. The debtor paid applicant $__________ prior to the filing of the petition.

4. Applicant requests an award of compensation of $__________ for  _____ hours
expended in providing the following services:

(Description of Services)

LBF 2016-4
Click on title to print form only. =====>>
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5. Applicant requests reimbursement of expenses in the amount of $__________ for
the following expenses:

(Description of Expenses)

6. None of the compensation paid to applicant will be shared with any person other
than a member or regular associate of applicant's law firm.

WHEREFORE, Applicant requests an award of $ __________ in compensation and
of $ __________ in reimbursement of actual, necessary expenses.

Dated:_______________, 19 Signed:______________________________

Applicant

By: __________________________________
Name:________________________________
Address:______________________________
Phone No.: (_____)_____________________
Fax No.: (_____)_______________________
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Local Rule 2016-3  

Compensation of Professionals: Detailed Form of Application

(a) Content of Application.  An application for compensation or reimbursement of
expenses required by F.R.B.P. 2016(a) shall, unless the application is governed by L.B.R.
2016-2, include the following:

(1) a description of the services performed that identifies each service separately
in sufficient detail to allow evaluation of the benefit derived from the service,
the date each service was performed, and the time expended for each
service.

(2) the professional time expended shall be set forth either

(A) by each professional or paraprofessional in chronological order, or

(B) by day in chronological order showing all professionals or parapro-
fessionals that expended time on each day; and

(3) a list by type of the expenses for which reimbursement is sought that includes
for each type of expense either

(A) a statement that the amount of the expense is calculated using the applic-
ant's actual in-house cost or the actual amount billed by a third party pro-
vider, or

(B) an explanation of how the amount of the expense is calculated.

(b) Form of Application.  An application for compensation or reimbursement of
expenses that conforms substantially to L.B.F. 2016-3, satisfies the requirements of
subdivision (a). 

(c) Categories of Service.  An application for compensation that requests professional
fees in excess of $50,000 shall set forth separately, to the extent applicable, the
professional time expended under the following categories of service.

(1) Asset Analysis and Recovery (identification and review of potential assets
including causes of action and non-litigation recoveries).
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(2) Asset Disposition (sales, leases [§ 365 matters], abandonment and related
transaction work).

(3) Business Operations (issues related to debtor-in-possession operating in
chapter 11 such as employee, vendor, tenant issues and other similar
problems).

(4) Case Administration (coordination and compliance activities, including
preparation of statement of financial affairs; schedules; list of contracts;
United States Trustee interim statements and operating reports; contacts
with the United States Trustee; general creditor inquiries).

(5) Claims Administration and Objections (specific claim inquiries; bar date
motions; analyses, objections and allowances of claims.)

(6) Employee Benefits/Pensions (review issues such as severance, retention,
401K coverage and continuance of pension plan).

(7) Fee/Employment Applications (preparations of employment and fee
applications for self or others; motions to establish interim procedures).

(8) Fee/Employment Objections (review of and objections to the employment
and fee applications of others).

(9) Financing (matters under §§ 361, 363, and 364 including cash collateral
and secured claims; loan document analysis).

(10) Litigation (there should be a separate category established for each major
matter).

(11) Meetings of Creditors (preparing for and attending the conference of
creditors, the § 341(a) meeting and other creditors' committee meetings).

(12) Plan and Disclosure Statement (formulation, presentation and confirma-
tion; compliance with the plan confirmation order, related orders and rules;
disbursement and case closing activities, except those related to the allow-
ance and objections to allowance of claims).

(13) Relief from Stay Proceedings (matters relating to termination or continua-
tion of automatic stay under § 362).
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(14) Accounting/Auditing (activities related to maintaining and auditing books
of account, preparation of financial statements and account analysis).

(15) Business Analysis (preparation and review of company business plan;
development and review of strategies; preparation and review of cash flow
forecasts and feasibility studies).

(16) Corporate Finance (review financial aspects of potential mergers,
acquisitions and disposition of company or subsidiaries).

(17) Data Analysis (management information systems review, installation and
analysis, construction, maintenance and reporting of significant case
financial data, lease rejection, claims, etc.).

(18) Litigation Consulting (providing consulting and expert witness services
relating to various bankruptcy matters such as insolvency, feasibility,
avoiding actions; forensic accounting, etc.).

(19) Reconstruction Accounting (reconstructing books and records from past
transactions and bringing accounting current).

(20) Tax Issues (analysis of tax issues and preparation of state and federal tax
returns).

(21) Valuation (appraise or review appraisals of assets).

An applicant may use additional categories of service.  

(d) Court Ordered Categories of Service.  On its own motion or on the motion of a
party in interest, the court may order that different categories be used for services
performed after a date certain that is a reasonable period of time after the entry of the
order.

SOURCE

Subdivisions (a) and (c) are similar to 97 L.B.R. 2002(a).  The categories in subdivision
(c) are the categories in the fee application regulation published by the Office of United
States Trustee.  Counsel need only use the categories that cover services rendered during
the application period.  
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Subdivision (d) authorizes the court to specify that other categories must be used.

Subdivision (b) authorizes the use of a standard form of fee application.  The form is
derived in part from the fee application regulation published by the Office of United States
Trustee.
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L.B.F. 2016-3 Application for Compensation
or Reimbursement of Expenses

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

In re: ) Chapter
)
)
)

                                Debtor ) Bankruptcy No.

................... APPLICATION FOR 
           first, second, etc. as applicable

COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES 

 Of.....................................................
              name of applicant, professional capacity

For.....................................................
entity represented or engaged by

For THE PERIOD ................ THROUGH ................ 

................................................................................ in accordance
Name of applicant, professional capacity, and entity represented or engaged by

with F.R.B.P. 2016 applies under § 330 of the Code for an award of compensation and
reimbursement of actual, necessary expenses and represents:

LBF 2016-3
Click on title to print form only.====>>
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Part A Preliminary Statement

1. Applicant is [professional capacity] for [entity represented or engaged by].

2. All services rendered and expenses incurred for which compensation or
reimbursement is requested were performed or incurred for or on behalf of [entity
represented or engaged by]. 

3. The services described in this Application are actual, necessary services and the
compensation requested for those services is reasonable.

4. The expenses described in this Application are actual, necessary expenses.

[Additional numbered paragraphs may be used by the Applicant to set forth other
statements or information.]

Part B  General Information

1. Period  xx/xx/xx to xx/xx/xx

Final Application    ________
Interim Application  ________

Requested

Fees $________
Expenses $________
Total $________

2. General Information

a. Date case filed: xx/xx/xx

b. Date application to approve employment filed:  xx/xx/xx

c. Date employment approved: xx/xx/xx                 

d. First date services rendered in the case:  xx/xx/xx
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e. Compensation request is under  § 330:   _____ Yes  _____ No
   If other statutory basis, specify:  § ________

f. Any fees awarded will be paid from the estate:
   ______ Yes     ______ No     

If no, state the source of payment of any fee that is awarded.                         
________________________________________

g. This application is for a period less than 120 days after the filing of the case
    or less than 120 days after the end of the period of the last application.

           _____ Yes _____ No

If yes, state date and terms of court order allowing filing at shortened          intervals.
Order date: xx/xx/xx
Terms, if any,_______________________________________________

      ___________________________________________________________

3. Prior Applications

First Application Period
xx/xx/xx to xx/xx/xx Date of Order xx/xx/xx

   Requested  Allowed  Paid  Due

Fees $________ $________ $________ $________

Expenses $________ $________ $________ $________

Second Application Period Date of Order xx/xx/xx
xx/xx/xx to xx/xx/xx

 Fees $________ $________ $________ $________

Expenses $              $              $               $               

Grand Totals $________ $________ $________ $________
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4. Attorneys' Billing for Current Period

Name Admitted Hours         Billing Rate Total

_______________ ________ _____ ________ $________
etc. etc. etc.      etc.   etc.

Grand Total _____ $________

5. Paralegals Billing for Current Period

Name        Hours Billing Rate Total

_______________        ________        ________        ________

                                                      
Grand Totals       ________                $ ________

6. Billing Rates

a. Are any of the billing rates different than the billing rates set forth in your last
application? _____ Yes    _____ No

b. If yes, indicate whose billings rates are different and explain                 
why?_____________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Part C Billing Summary

1. Description of Services.  Provide adequate detail appropriate for the amount of time
billed and the nature and variety of the services rendered.
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2. Detail of Hours Expended.  Set forth in list form or attach a list that shows the name
of the professional or paraprofessional, date, activity, and time expended.  The list may be
organized in either of two ways.

(a) By each professional or paraprofessional in chronological order for the application
period; or

(b)  By day in chronological order showing all professionals or paraprofessionals that
billed time on a particular day during the application period.

*    *    *    *    *    *    *

Category Reporting.  If category reporting of time expended is required under L.B.R.
2016-3(c), only categories for which services were rendered during the period covered
by the application should be included.  A separate Description of Services and Detail of
Hours Expended shall be provided for each category.

Part D Expense Summary

Set forth in list form or attach a list that shows the type of expenses for which
reimbursement is sought.  For each type of expense either

(a) state the amount of the expense that is calculated using the applicant's in-house
actual cost or the actual amount billed by a third party provider, or

(b) explain how the amount of the expense is calculated.

WHEREFORE, Applicant requests an award of $ ___________ in compensation and
of $ ____________ in reimbursement of actual, necessary expenses.

Dated:_______________ Signed:_________________________
Applicant

By: ____________________________
Name
Address
Phone No. (     )                
Fax No.    (     )                 
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Local Rule 2016-4

Disclosure by Debtor's Counsel and Pro Se Debtor

(a) Disclosure by Attorney.  The statement of counsel for the debtor required by § 329
of the Code and F.R.B.P. 2016(b) shall list separately (i) the total amount of the
compensation and the total amount of reimbursement of expenses, (ii) the amount of each
total attributable to services rendered before the filing of the petition, and (iii) the amount
of each total attributable to services rendered or to be rendered after the filing of the
petition. 

(b) Disclosure of Payments by Debtor.  In all pro se cases, at the time the petition is
filed, the clerk shall require the debtor to complete a statement on L.B.F. 2016-4 setting
forth all persons or business entities from whom the debtor received assistance or to whom
the debtor paid or agreed to pay money in connection with the case.

SOURCE

Subdivisions (a) and (b) are the same as 97 L.B.R. 2016.1(a) and (c).  There is added
to subdivision (a) the requirement that the disclosure statement separately list fees and
expenses for pre and postpetition services.  The amount of compensation requested for
post-petition services and the amount of reimbursement sought for post-petition expenses
determines whether notice must be sent to all creditors.  See 
L.B.R. 2002-1(b).  The 2000 amendment to F.R.B.P. 2002(a)(6), effective December
1, 2000, raised the amount that triggers the duty to give notice from “exceeds $500,”
which is referred to above, to “exceeds $1000.”



LOCAL BANKRUPTCY FORM 2016-4
STATEMENT OF PRO SE DEBTOR(S)

Debtor's Name ___________________________ Case No. _____________________________

Address__________________________________ Chapter of Case ______________________

Telephone Number (home) __________________ Date Case Filed _____________________

Telephone Number (work) __________________ Date this Form Submitted _____________

1. List the name, address, and telephone number of any person or business assisting you in filing or
preparing papers for this case:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2. State how you were referred to the person or business named above or the source of advertisement
you responded to.

_____________________________________________________________

3. a. Total fee charged by person or business named above $ __________

b. Amount of fee paid as of the date you filed bankruptcy $ _________

c. Did the preparer tell you the amount of court costs that must be paid to file your  
case?

YES NO (circle one)

4. Were various chapters or types of bankruptcy explained to you?

YES NO   (circle one)

Other Comments _____________________________________________________________

5. Did the preparer explain to you that you have the right to claim certain property as exempt?

YES NO (circle one)

6. Did the preparer give you a copy of the papers he prepared for you?

YES NO (circle one)

_______________________________
Signature of Debtor(s)    

LBF 2016-4
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SOURCE

This form is a revised version of L.B.F. 2016.1.

Local Rule 2082-1

Chapter 12—General 

(a) Form of Plan Payment.  Payments to the chapter 12 trustee under § 1226(a) of
the Code or under a confirmed plan shall be made by certified check or money order.
Each payment shall be legibly marked with the bankruptcy number of the case and with the
name of the debtor as that name appears in the caption of the case.

(b) Duration of Payments.  Payments to the trustee under a confirmed plan shall
continue until an order is entered dismissing the case, the debtor has completed all
payments required by the plan, the debtor files a motion for discharge or dismissal, or the
debtor files a notice of conversion under § 1208(a). 

(c) Effect of Wage Order.  The debtor shall continue to make the payments required
under subdivision (b) even if the debtor files a motion for a wage order or a wage order
is entered, unless the debtor's employer or other entity subject to the wage order makes
the payment to the trustee.

(d) Transmission of Copy of Local Rule.  The chapter 12 trustee shall mail a copy or
summary of this local rule to the debtor and counsel for the debtor.

(e) Standing Trustee's Fee.  If a chapter 12 case is dismissed or converted prior to the
entry of a discharge, whether or not a plan has been confirmed, the standing trustee shall
be entitled to retain (i) from any payments from the debtor the amount of $35.00 or the
amount of the percentage fee authorized under 28 U.S.C. § 586(e)(1), whichever amount
is greater, and (ii) the interest earned on any payments from the debtor.

(f) Monthly Disbursements.  The trustee shall make post-confirmation disburse- ments
to creditors on a monthly basis.

(g) Final Account.  On the termination of a chapter 12 case, the trustee shall file with
the clerk a final account of all monies receive and disbursed, and shall mail a copy of the
final account to the debtor and counsel for the debtor.
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(h) Notice of Dismissal.  The clerk shall provide timely notice of the dismissal of a
chapter 12 case to all creditors on the Matrix List of Creditors and to the trustee.

SOURCE

This rule is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1017.2 with the exceptions that subdivision (d) of 97
L.B.R. 1017.2 is omitted because a chapter 12 debtor does not have to make pre-
confirmation payments and subdivision (f) is omitted as unnecessary.  Also subdivision (e)
of this rule applies only if a chapter 12 standing trustee is serving as the trustee in the
chapter 12 case.

Subdivision (f) of this rule is new.

Local Rule 2083-1

Chapter 13—General 

(a) Form of Plan Payment.  Payments to the chapter 13 trustee under § 1326(a) of
the Code or under a confirmed plan shall be made by certified check or money order.
Each payment shall be legibly marked with the bankruptcy number of the case and with the
name of the debtor as that name appears in the caption of the case.

(b) Duration of Payments.  Payments to the trustee under § 1326(a) of the Code or
under a confirmed plan shall continue until an order is entered dismissing or converting the
case, the debtor completes all payments required by the plan, the debtor files a motion for
discharge or dismissal, or the debtor files a notice of conversion under § 1307(a). 

(c) Effect of Wage Order.  The debtor shall continue to make the payments required
under subdivision (b) even if the debtor files a motion for a wage order or a wage order
is entered, unless the debtor's employer or other entity subject to the wage order makes
the payment to the trustee.

(d) Transmission of Copy of Local Rule.  The chapter 13 trustee shall mail a copy or
a summary of this rule to the debtor and counsel for the debtor.

(e) Standing Trustee's Fee.  If a chapter 13 case is dismissed or converted prior to the
entry of a discharge, whether or not a plan has been confirmed, the standing trustee shall
be entitled to retain (i) from any payments made from the debtor the 
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amount of $35.00 or the amount of the percentage fee authorized under 28 U.S.C. §
586(e)(1), whichever amount is greater, and (ii) the interest earned on any payments from
the debtor.

(f) Monthly Disbursements.  The trustee shall make post-confirmation disburse- ments
to creditors on a monthly basis.

(g) Final Account.  On the termination of a chapter 13 case, the trustee shall file with
the clerk a final account of all monies receive and disbursed, and shall mail a copy of the
final account to the debtor and counsel for the debtor.

(h) Notice of Dismissal.  The clerk shall provide timely notice of the dismissal of a
chapter 13 case to all creditors on the Matrix List of Creditors and to the trustee.

SOURCE

This rule is the same as 97 L.B.R. 1017.2 with the exception that subdivisions (d) and
(f) of 97 L.B.R. 1017.2 have been omitted as unnecessary.  

Subdivision (f) is new.

Local Rule 2090-1

Attorneys—Admission to Practice

(a) Attorney Practice Before the Court.  Only an attorney who either is (i) admitted
to practice in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and
presently in good standing before the district court; (ii) representing the United States and
authorized to practice before the district court under Local Civil Rule 83.5(e); or (iii)
admitted to practice pro hac vice under subdivision (c) may practice before the court.

(b) General Admission.  An attorney who is admitted to practice in the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and  presently in good standing
before the district court is automatically admitted to practice before this court and is a
member of the bar of this court.

(c) Admission Pro Hac Vice.  An attorney who is a member in good standing of the
bar of any United States District Court or the highest court of any state or of the District
of Columbia may be admitted to practice before this court in a particular case.
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(1) Adversary Proceedings.  A request for admission pro hac vice to appear in
an adversary proceeding shall be made by verified application and upon
motion of a member of the bar of this court and shall be accompanied by an
admission fee1 established by the district court.  The motion may be granted
without hearing under L.B.R. 9014-2; however, no such admission shall be
effective until such time as the fee has been paid.

(2) Non-Adversary Proceedings.  A request for admission pro hac vice to
appear in any matter other than an adversary proceeding shall be made as set
forth in subparagraph (c)(1) above, except that :

(i) the court, in its discretion, may waive the requirement of a written
application and motion, and in lieu thereof may permit same to be
made on the record by a member of the bar of this court;
however, no such admission shall be effective until such time as
the admission fee established by the district court has been paid.

(d) Student Practice. 

(1) Generally.  A law student may appear before the court in any case or matter
on behalf of any person if the person on whose behalf the law student is
appearing has indicated in writing consent to that appearance and the
approved supervising attorney, who must be counsel of record for the person
on whose behalf the law student is appearing, has also indicated in writing his
approval of that appearance.

(2) Eligibility Requirements.  In order to be eligible to appear before the court,
the law student must:

(i) be duly enrolled in a law school approved by the American Bar Associa-
tion;

(ii) have completed legal studies amounting to at least three semes-
ters, or the equivalent if the school is on a basis other than a
semester basis;
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(iii) be introduced to the court in which the law student is appearing
for the first time by an attorney admitted to practice before the
court;

(iv) announce to the court each time that the law student appears that
the student is a law student appearing pursuant to this rule;

(v) neither ask for nor receive any compensation or remuneration of
any kind for services from the person on whose behalf he renders
services; and

(vi) have read and be familiar with the Rules of Professional Conduct
adopted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, as amended from
time to time, and any Rule of professional conduct adopted, from
time to time, by the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, the F.R.Evid., the F.R.Civ.P., the F.R-
.B.P., the Code, and L.B.R. and the L.B.F.

(3) Compensation.  An eligible law student may be paid by an attorney, legal
services agency, law school, public defender agency, or the United States
government. 

(4) Termination of Eligibility.  The eligibility of a law student to appear before the
court or perform other services in a bankruptcy case or proceeding may be
terminated by any judge within this district after notice and hearing.

(5) Supervising Attorney. Any member of the bar of this court who chooses to
supervise an eligible law student:

(i) shall be an attorney who has previously received from the Board of
Bankruptcy Judges approval to supervise eligible law students, such
approval having been given after the filing of an application;

(ii) shall assume personal professional responsibility for the quality of
the services performed by the law student; and

(iii) shall assist the law student in his preparation to the extent neces-
sary to make the product of the law student's efforts indistinguish-
able from those of a licensed member of the bar.
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(6) Role of Students.  The clerk shall maintain a roll of all approved supervising
attorneys and law students.

(7) Miscellaneous.  Nothing contained in this rule shall affect the right of any
person who is not admitted to practice law to perform any act he might
lawfully perform prior to the adoption of this rule.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9010.4(a) and (b).

Subdivision (b) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9010.4 (a).

Subdivision (c) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 9010.4(b).

Subdivision (d) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9010.3.  Under subdivision(d)(2)(ii), a law
student who has completed three semesters may qualify to appear under the student
practice rule.

Local Rule 2090-2

Attorneys—Discipline and Disbarment

(a) Standards of Professional Conduct.  The standards of professional conduct
adopted by the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and
applicable to attorneys practicing before the district court are applicable to attorneys
practicing before the bankruptcy court.  The bankruptcy court may  govern and control the
conduct of attorneys practicing before the bankruptcy court.

(b) Discipline by District Court and Bankruptcy Court.  The bankruptcy court may
discipline attorneys practicing before the bankruptcy court, except that the bankruptcy
court may not suspend or disbar an attorney.  If a judge of the bankruptcy court has good
cause to believe that an attorney should be suspended or disbarred, the judge shall notify
the Chief Judge of the district court who shall proceed with the matter in accordance with
Local Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement of the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania.
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(c) Expedition of the Court's Business.  An attorney engaged in practice before the
bankruptcy court.

(1) shall promptly advise the clerk of the settlement or other final disposition of
any matter scheduled before the court, and

(2) shall not, without just cause, fail to appear when any matter is scheduled
before the court, fail to prepare for presentation to the court, present to the
court vexatious motions or vexatious opposition to the motion, or multiply the
proceedings to increase unreasonably and vexatiously the costs of the case
or any other matter before the court.

An attorney who does not comply with this subdivision may be disciplined as permitted
under subdivision (b). 

SOURCE

Subdivision (a).  The first sentence of this subdivision is new.  Under Rule IV of the
District Court's Local Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement (Local Rule of Civil Procedure
83.6), the Rules of Professional Conduct adopted by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
are the rules of professional conduct for attorneys practicing before the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania.  The second sentence of this subdivision is derived from 97 L.B.R.
9010.4(c).

Subdivision (b) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9010.4(c).  Suspension or disbarment of an
attorney from practice before the bankruptcy court may only be imposed by the district
court in accord with the procedures of Local Rule of Civil Procedure 83.6.

Subdivision (c) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9011.1.  

Local Rule 2091-1

Attorneys—Withdrawal

An attorney may not withdraw his or her appearance except by order of the court unless
another attorney eligible to appear before the court enters his or her appearance
simultaneously with the request for withdrawal of appearance.  A motion for withdrawal
of counsel shall specify the basis for withdrawal. 
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SOURCE

The rule is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9010.1(d).  

Local Rule 3001-1

Proofs of Claim in Chapter 12 and Chapter 13 Cases

(a) Service.  A creditor who files a secured or priority claim in a chapter 12 or chapter
13 case shall serve a copy of the proof of claim on the debtor or, if the debtor is
represented, counsel for the debtor, and shall file a certification of service. 

(b) Secured Claims.  If the last payment due from the debtor will be after the date of
the final payment under the chapter 12 or 13 plan, a creditor who files a secured claim in
a chapter 12 or 13 case shall attach to the proof of claim an itemized statement which
includes the following:

(1) the balance of principal due on the debt;

(2) the total amount of all payments due but not paid prior to the date the petition
was filed ("prepetition arrearage"); and

(3) all interest, late charges, or other fees.

(c) Notice.  The order and notice of the § 341(a) meeting of creditors shall include a
summary of the requirements set forth in subdivisions (a) and (b). 

SOURCE

This rule is derived from 97 L.B.R.3001.1. 

Local Rule 3007-1

Objections to Claims  

(a) Form of Objection.  An objection to a proof of claim shall identify the objector, the
number of the proof of claim objected to, the name of claimant, the amount claimed, and
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the basis of the objection.  An objection shall state in bold type on the right hand side
adjacent to the caption the date, time and place set for the hearing. 

(b) Scheduling of Hearing.  Prior to the filing of an objection, the objector shall obtain
a hearing date in the manner provided in L.B.R. 5070-1.

(c) Papers to Accompany an Objection.  The following papers shall accompany an
objection:

(1) A copy of the claim to which objection is made without exhibits or
attachments;

(2) A proposed form of order which, if entered by the court, would grant the
relief sought by the objection.  Each proposed form of order shall list in the
lower left-hand corner of the signature page or on the left-hand side of an
attached page(s), the name and address of the debtor, the claimant, the
objecting party and the trustee to whom copies of the order, if entered,
should be sent;

(3) A certification of notice to the parties identified in paragraph (d). 

(d) Notice of the Hearing on Objection to Claims.  A notice of hearing substantially
in the form of L.B.F. 3007-1 shall be mailed or delivered with a copy of the objection to
the debtor, the claimant, and the trustee at least thirty (30) days prior to the date set for a
hearing.

(e) No Response Required: Hearing.  No response is required to an objection to a
claim. There shall be a hearing on an objection to a claim.

SOURCE

Subdivisions (a), (c) and (d) of this rule are derived from 97 L.B.R.3007.1. 

Subdivisions (b) and (e) are new.
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LOCAL BANKRUPTCY FORM 3007-1

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

In re: : Chapter
:
:
:

                       Debtor : Bankruptcy No.

*    *    *    *    *    *    *

NOTICE OF OBJECTION TO CLAIM AND HEARING DATE

____________________________ has filed an objection to the proof of claim
you filed in this bankruptcy case.

Your claim may be reduced, modified, or eliminated.  You should read theses
papers carefully and discuss them with your attorney, if you have one . 

If you do not want the court to eliminate or change your claim, you or your lawyer must
attend the hearing on the objection, scheduled to be held before the Honorable (  name of
bankruptcy judge   ) on xx/xx/xx, at           , in Courtroom        , United States Bankruptcy
Court (     address of Bankruptcy Court    ).  If you or your attorney do not attend the
hearing on the objection, the court may decide that you do not oppose the objection to
your claim.

Date: .............., ...........   Attorney for Objector

[Attorney's name] ...............................
[Firm name] ......................................
[Address] .........................................
[Phone No.] ......................................
[Fax No.] ........................................

LBF 3007-1
Click on title to print form only.====>>
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Local Rule 3015-1

Chapter 12 and Chapter 13 Plans

(a) Summary of Plan.  A notice of the meeting of creditors under § 341 of the Code
may include a summary of a chapter 12 or chapter 13 plan or of a portion of a plan
applicable to a class of creditors.

(b) Service.  The debtor shall serve a copy of the initial chapter 12 or chapter 13 plan
on all priority and secured creditors and the trustee.  The debtor shall file a certification of
service within five (5) days after the plan is filed.

(c) Objection to Confirmation.  An objection to confirmation of a debtor's chapter 12
or chapter 13 plan or modified chapter 12 or chapter 13 plan shall be filed and served on
the debtor, the debtor's counsel, the trustee, and the United States trustee no later than five
(5) days before the date of the hearing on confirmation of the plan or modified plan, unless
the court otherwise permits.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is new.  A copy or a summary of a chapter 12 or 13 plan must
accompany the notice of the hearing on confirmation of the plan.  F.R.B.P. 3015(d).
Notice of the confirmation hearing is commonly given as part of the Notice of the Meeting
of Creditors.  Subdivision (a) makes it clear that a summary of the plan may be included
with the notice.

Subdivision (b) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 3015.1

Subdivision (c) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 3020.1, except the time for filing and service
of an objection is 5 days before the date of the confirmation hearing.

Local Rule 3015-2

Chapter 12 or Chapter 13 Plans: Modification 

(a) Modification Before Confirmation

(1) Service of Modified Plan.  If a modified chapter 12 or chapter 13 plan is filed before
the scheduled hearing on confirmation, the debtor shall serve the modified plan on all
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priority and secured creditors, the trustee, the United States trustee, and on all other
creditors who are adversely affected by the changes to the original plan.  Service shall be
made on the day the modified plan is filed and the debtor shall file a certification of service.

(2) Delinquencies in Plan Payments.  If a modified plan, which is filed and served as
required by subdivision (a)(1), provides for the reduction, abatement, or suspension of
original plan payments that are delinquent, a separate motion to reduce, abate, or suspend
the delinquent payment need not be filed. 

(3) Confirmation of Modified Plan.  If a modified chapter 12 or chapter 13 plan is
served less than (i) 20 days before the date of a chapter 12 confirmation hearing date, or
(ii) 25 days before the date of a chapter 13 confirmation hearing date, the debtor shall
advise the courtroom deputy for the judge to whom the case is assigned on or before the
date of service that the confirmation hearing must be rescheduled. 

(b) Modification of a Confirmed Plan.  

(1) Motion.  A confirmed chapter 12 or chapter 13 plan may be modified after
confirmation under Code §§ 1229 or 1329 only on motion.  

(2) Delinquencies in Plan Payment.  If a motion to modify a confirmed plan is duly filed
and served, a separate motion to reduce, abate, or suspend delinquent plan payments need
not be filed.

SOURCE

Subdivisions (a)(1) and (a)(2) are derived from 97 L.B.R. 3019.1(a) and (b).
Subdivision (a)(3) is a reformulation of 97 L.B.R. 3019.1(c).

Subdivision (b) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 3019.1(d).  A motion under subdivision (b)
is subject to the general motion practice of L.B.R. 9014-3.  An objection to the motion
must be filed within 20 days.  F.R.B.P. 3015(g).
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Local Rule 3016-1

Chapter 11 Plans: Disclosure Statement Approval Required

(a) Applicability.  This rule applies when a chapter 11 plan proponent is required by
§ 1125 to obtain approval of a disclosure statement before soliciting acceptance or
rejection of a plan.

(b) Filing of Disclosure Statement, Voting Procedures, and Disbursing Agent
Proposal.  Unless the court orders otherwise, the proponent of a plan in a chapter 11 case
shall file with the plan (1) the disclosure statement required by § 1125; (2) a motion for
approval of the disclosure statement and for approval of plan voting procedures; and (3)
if the plan provides for the liquidation of a material portion of the property of the estate and
the distribution of the proceeds to creditors, a disbursing agent proposal conforming to
subdivision (e). 

(c) When Considered by Court.  The court shall consider the motion for approval of
voting procedures at the hearing on the disclosure statement.  The court may consider the
disbursing agent proposal at the hearing on the disclosure statement or at the hearing on
confirmation of the plan.

(d) Motion for Approval of Disclosure Statement and Voting Procedures.  The
motion for approval of a disclosure statement and voting procedures shall set forth the
procedures for transmission of the voting materials and casting of ballots and be accompa-
nied by a proposed order approving the voting procedures and fixing the dates for (1)
mailing the voting materials; (2) casting ballots; (3) filing the report of voting; and (4) the
confirmation hearing.

(e) Disbursing Agent Proposal.  The disbursing agent proposal shall include (1) the
name of a person competent and willing to serve as disbursing agent; (2) the duties to be
performed by the disbursing agent; (3) the amount and costs of a bond or reasons why a
bond should not be required, and (4) the method and source of payment of the disbursing
agent.

(f) Service of Documents:  The documents required to be filed under sub- divisions
(b)(2) and (3) of this rule shall accompany the plan and disclosure statement that are
mailed under F.R.B.P. 3017(a) to the debtor; the trustee, if one has been appointed; the
committee; the Securities and Exchange Commission; any party in interest who requests
in writing copies of the disclosure statement or plan; and the U.S. trustee.
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(g) Objections.  No later than five (5) days before the hearing on the disclosure
statement, an objection to a motion for approval of a disclosure statement or to the
documents required to be filed under subdivisions (b)(2) shall be filed and served on the
parties specified in subdivision (f), unless the court orders otherwise.

(h) Small Business Cases.  In a small business case governed by F.R.B.P. 3017.1,
subdivisions (b)-(e) and (g) apply except that a reference to a motion for approval of the
disclosure statement and voting procedures shall be read as a reference to an application
for conditional approval of the disclosure statement and approval of the voting procedures.
The disbursing agent proposal required to be filed under subdivision (b)(3) shall be served
with the application in accordance with L.B.R. 9013-1(e).

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) makes it clear that this rule only applies if a disclosure statement must
be approved by the court prior to postpetition solicitation of acceptance or rejection of a
plan.  L.B.R. 3016-2 governs chapter 11 cases in which voting on a plan has been
completed prepetition.

Subdivisions (b)-(e) are derived from 97 L.B.R. 3016-1.

Subdivision (g) is new.  It establishes the time for filing an objection to a disclosure
statement and related documents.  The court by order may fix a different time to file an
objection.

Subdivision (h).  On December 1, 1997 new F.R.B.P. 3017.1, which governs small
business cases, became effective.  This subdivision adapts L.B.R. 3016-1 to the small
business case in which an application for conditional approval of the disclosure statement
is filed.

Local Rule 3016-2

Chapter 11 Plans: Compliance of Prepetition Solicitation with § 1126(b)

If a plan proponent submits with a chapter 11 plan evidence that there was prepetition
solicitation of acceptance or rejection of the plan in compliance with § 1126(b), the court
shall determine at the plan confirmation hearing whether the prepetition solicitation com-
plied with § 1126(b).
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SOURCE

This rule is new.

Local Rule 3021-1

Reports on Post-Confirmation Distribution

(a) Plan Implementation Reports.  Unless otherwise provided in the confirma- tion
order, an order closing the case, or a separate order the debtor, trustee, disbursing agent,
or other person designated in a chapter 11 plan to make distributions to creditors after
confirmation of a chapter 11 plan shall (1) prepare, file, and serve the interim and
cumulative plan implementation reports required by this rule, and (2) request and give
notice of the hearing to consider the cumulative plan implementation report.

(b) Reporting Periods.  An interim plan implementation report shall be prepared for the
following reporting periods: from the date of entry of the confirmation order through the last
day of the calendar month, and for each of the next six full calendar months.  If the
confirmation order is entered less than 14 days before the end of the calendar month, the
report for that initial period may be made as part of the report for the first full calendar
month.

(c) Cumulative Report.  A cumulative plan implementation report shall be prepared for
either the reporting period from the date of entry of the confirmation order through the last
day of the sixth full calendar month after the date of the entry of the confirmation order, or,
if the plan distributions are completed before the end of the sixth full calendar month, the
reporting period from the date of entry of the confirmation order through the last day of the
full calendar month in which plan distributions are complete.

(d) Contents of Report.  A plan implementation report shall include for the reporting
period

(i) the amount available for distribution at the beginning of the period;

(ii) the source and amount of all funds received;

(iii) the name of the institution where funds are deposited, the account number
and name of the account, and the person who has signatory authority over the
account;
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(iv) if funds are invested in instruments, the type, amount, and maturity date of
the instruments; and

(v) the names of the persons to whom distributions have been made and the
amount of each distribution.

(e) Time to File.  Plan implementation reports shall be filed on or before the 15th day
after the end of the reporting period.

(f) Service.  All plan implementation reports shall be served on the debtor and counsel
for the debtor; members of any official committee and counsel to any committee, unless the
committee's service terminated on confirmation of the plan or counsel is no longer retained
by the committee; the United States trustee; and those on the Clerk's Service List.  Unless
the court otherwise directs, the cumulative plan implementation report shall also be served
on all creditors.

(g) Hearing on Cumulative Plan Implementation Report.  The court shall hold a
hearing to consider the cumulative plan implementation report, whether the case should
remain open, and whether additional plan implementation reports should be filed and such
other matters as are brought before the  court.  Notice of that hearing shall be given to all
persons who are served with a copy of the cumulative plan implementation report.

SOURCE

This rule is the same 97 L.B.R. 3021.1, except that in subdivision (a) reference is made
to the possibility that the court may order that this rule does not apply.

Local Rule 4002-1

Debtor—Duties: Authority to Compensate

(a) Authority to Compensate.  Subject to subdivision (b), the debtor may pay
compensation for services to the debtor, if an individual, or to the members of a partner-
ship, or to an officer of a corporation at a rate equal to or less than the annual rate of
compensation paid to the person as of the 90th day before the filing  of the petition or such
other amount as the court orders for cause shown.

(b) Termination of Authority to Compensate.  The debtor's authority to pay
compensation under subdivision (a) terminates on the 45th day after the filing of the petition
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in a voluntary case or on the 45th day after the entry of an order for relief in an involuntary
case unless the debtor gives notice as required by subdivision (c) and files the certification
of notice by the last day of the applicable 45 day period.

(c) Notice.  Within 45 days of the filing of a petition in a voluntary case or 45 days after
the entry of an order for relief in an involuntary case, the debtor shall give the notice
described in subdivision (d) by mail to (i) the members of any official committee and
counsel for the committee or, if no committee has been appointed, the creditors holding the
twenty (20) largest unsecured claims, (ii) creditors holding secured claims, and (iii) the
United States trustee.  A certification of notice shall be filed.

(d) Content of Notice.  The notice shall contain 

(i) the name of the person receiving compensation from the debtor under
subdivision (a),

(ii) a description of the position, title and duties of the person; and 

(iii) the rate of compensation paid to the person on the 90th day before the filing
of the petition and the rate being paid by the debtor under subdivision (a).

(e) Objections

(1) Form of Objection.  An objection to the debtor's retention of a person or the
amount of compensation paid to a person listed in the debtor's notice shall
identify the objector and the basis of the objection.  An objection shall state
in bold type on the right hand side adjacent to the caption the date, time and
place set for the hearing. 

(2) Scheduling of Hearing.  Prior to the filing of an objection, the objector shall
obtain a hearing date in the manner provided in L.B.R. 5070-1.

(3) Papers to Accompany an Objection.  The following papers shall accompany
an objection:

(i) a copy of the debtor's notice to which objection is made; 

(ii) a proposed form of order which, if entered by the court, would
grant the relief sought by the objection.  Each proposed form of
order shall list in the lower left-hand corner of the signature page
or on the left-hand side of an attached page(s), the name and
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address of the debtor, the claimant, the objecting party and the
trustee to whom copies of the order, if entered, should be sent;

(iii) a certification of notice to the parties required under subdivision
(e)(4).

(4) Notice of the Hearing on Objection.  A notice of hearing on the objection
shall be mailed or delivered with a copy of the objection to the debtor and the
parties referred to in subdivision (c) of this rule at least twenty (20) days
before the date of the hearing.

(f) No Response Required: Hearing.  No response is required to an objection  filed
under subdivision (e) of this rule.  There shall be a hearing on the objection. 

SOURCE

This rule is derived from 95 L.B.R. 4002.1.  If a party objects to the debtor continuing
to pay compensation as provided in subdivision (a), the objector obtains a hearing date
and gives notice of the hearing date.

Local Rule 4003-1

Objections to Exemptions

(a) Form of Objection.  An objection to an exemption filed under F.R.B.P. 4003(b)
shall identify the objector and the basis for the objection.  An objection shall state in bold
type on the right-hand side adjacent to the caption the date, time and place set for the
hearing on the objection. 

(b) Scheduling of Hearing.  Prior to filing an objection, the objector shall obtain a
hearing date in the manner provided in L.B.R. 5070-1. 

(c) Papers to Accompany Objections.  The following papers shall accompany an
objection:

(1) A proposed form of order which, if entered by the court, would grant the
relief sought by the motion. Each proposed form of order shall list, in the
lower left-hand corner of the signature page or on the left-hand side of an
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attached page(s), the names and addresses of all interested persons to whom
it is suggested that copies of the order, if entered, should be sent.

(2) A certification of notice to the parties identified in paragraph (d).

(d) Notice of Hearing on Objection to Exemption.  A notice of hearing substantially
in the form of L.B.F. 4003-1 shall be mailed or delivered with a copy of the objection to
the trustee, the debtor or other person who claimed the exemption, and the attorney for
the debtor or other person who claimed the exemption at least twenty-five (25) days
before the date of the hearing.

(e) No Response Required: Hearing.  No response is required to an objection to an
exemption. There shall be a hearing on an objection to an exemption.

SOURCE

This rule is new.  The time within which to object to a claim of exemption is fixed by
F.R.B.P. 4003(b) which requires that an objection must be filed "within 30 days after the
conclusion of the meeting of creditors . . . or the filing of any amendment" to the list of
exemptions.
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LOCAL BANKRUPTCY FORM 4003-1

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

In re: : Chapter
:
:
:

Debtor : Bankruptcy No.

*    *    *    *    *    *    *

NOTICE OF OBJECTION TO CLAIM OF
EXEMPTION AND HEARING DATE

____________________________ has filed an objection to your claim of
exemption in this bankruptcy case.

Your claim of exemption may be eliminated or changed by the court
because an objection has been filed.  You should read these papers carefully and
discuss them with your attorney, if you have one in this bankruptcy case.  (If you
do not have an attorney, you may wish to consult an attorney.)

If you do not want the court to eliminate or change your claim of exemption, or if
you want the court to consider your views, you or your lawyer must attend the hearing on
the objection, scheduled to be held before the Honorable (      name of bankruptcy judge
   ) on xx/xx/xx, at            , in Courtroom        , United States Bankruptcy Court (      
address of Bankruptcy Court      ).

Date: ..............., ........... Attorney for Objector

[Attorney's name] ..............................
[Firm name] ......................................
[Address] .........................................
[Phone No.] ......................................
[Fax No.] ..........................................

LBF 4003-1
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Local Bankruptcy Rule 4004-1

Discharge: Discharge Hearings

(a) Chapter 7 Debtor's Motion to Defer Entry of Discharge Order.  A motion of a
chapter 7 debtor under F.R.B.P. 4004(c) to defer entry of a discharge order is governed
by L.B.R.9014-2 (Motions Determined Without Hearing).

(b) Chapter 7 Case.

 (1) In a chapter 7 case, the trustee at the §341 meeting shall provide the Dis-
charge Information Sheet, L.B.F. 4004-1, to the debtor.

(2) A discharge order will be entered unless a motion for approval of a
reaffirmation agreement is pending or the debtor has requested that a
discharge hearing be held. 

(3) If a motion for approval of a reaffirmation agreement is pending, the debtor
has requested that a discharge hearing be held, or the court directs, the clerk
shall schedule a discharge hearing and give notice of the hearing to the
debtor, debtor's counsel, and the trustee.

(c)  Chapter 12 or Chapter 13 Case 

(1) On completion of the payments under a confirmed chapter 12 or chapter 13
plan, the trustee shall promptly file a final report.

(2) The clerk shall promptly give notice to the debtor, debtor's counsel, and all
creditors provided for in the plan that

(i) the final report has been filed; and 

(ii) any objection to the final report must be filed within twenty (20)
days from the date of the notice and served on the debtor and the
debtor's counsel; and

The notice provided to the debtor shall be accompanied by the Discharge
Information Sheet, L.B.F. 4004-2.
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(3) A discharge order will be entered unless a motion for approval of a
reaffirmation agreement is pending, or an objection to the debtor's Statement
is timely filed.  

(4) If a motion for approval of a reaffirmation agreement is pending, an objection
to the debtor's Statement is timely filed, or the court directs the clerk shall
schedule a discharge hearing and give notice of the hearing to the debtor,
debtors counsel, the trustee, and to any objector. 

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is new.  A request to defer entry of a discharge order under F.R.B.P.
4004(c) is made by motion and determined by the court without hearing.

Subdivisions (b) and (c) are derived from 97 L.B.R. 4008.1, and 4008.2. 
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LOCAL BANKRUPTCY FORM 4004-1

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR BANKRUPTCY DISCHARGE

The 341 meeting (first meeting of creditors) in this case has been completed and the trustee
has indicated that he/she has or will file the final account or report in this case. If no
objections to discharge are filed, you will be receiving your discharge in bankruptcy. The
discharge, as you know, “cancels” certain debts that you had at the time the bankruptcy
was filed.

You will not be required to appear in court to get your discharge order. However, if you
desire a discharge hearing, a written request should be filed, before the last date set to
object to the discharge. If no objections to discharge are filed, you can expect to receive
an order, signed by the Judge, in the mail in approximately three months. When you receive
the discharge order, you should put it in a safe place with your other valuable and
important papers because you may have to show it to creditors later.

It is very important that you understand the significance and extent of your discharge. If you
have any questions after reading this information sheet, you should speak with your
attorney immediately.

You must understand several things about your bankruptcy discharge:

1. If you have a debt that you owed at the time that the bankruptcy was filed, but do not
have it listed on your bankruptcy schedules, it might not be discharged. IF you have such
a debt, your attorney should immediately file AMENDMENTS to your Schedules prior
to the date the discharge order is signed.

2. ONLY DEBTS OWED FROM THE PERIOD BEFORE THE BANKRUPTCY
WAS FILED WILL BE DISCHARGED. This bankruptcy discharge will not ordinarily
(unless it has been converted from Chapter 13) discharge debts that you became obligated
to pay during the bankruptcy. Your discharge will only cover your personal obligation to
pay debts. It will not cover co-signers on your debts and it will have no effect on most
security interests, like home mortgages and encumbrances on motor vehicles.

3. Once you receive your discharge in a Chapter 7 case, YOU CANNOT FILE
ANOTHER BANKRUPTCY AND GET ANOTHER DISCHARGE in a Chapter 7 case
UNLESS SIX YEARS HAS PASSED BETWEEN THE DATE THIS BANKRUPTCY

LBF 4004-1
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WAS FILED AND THE DATE ON WHICH THE NEW BANKRUPTCY (Chapter
7) IS FILED.

4. If you want to REAFFIRM A DEBT, AVOID A LIEN, OR REDEEM PROPERTY,
you should do so BEFORE THE DISCHARGE ORDER IS SIGNED. Therefore, you
should tell your attorney now if you want to do this if you have not already done so. What
this means is as follows:

a. Certain liens (judgments, levies, nonpurchase-money interests in household goods)
can be eliminated entirely by asking the court do so.

b. Other liens, like mortgages, motor vehicle encumbrances, and purchase money
security in other goods probably cannot be eliminated.  However,  you may
redeem most types of consumer goods from a lien by paying the current value of
the goods to the creditor.

If you think that any of these agreements or motions should be filed in your case, or if you
want additional information, contact your attorney.

5. Remember: You can pay anybody you want after your discharge; however few debtors
do.

6. The Bankruptcy Code prohibits the discharge of certain types of debts. Your attorney
can describe to you in detail the types of debts that CANNOT BE DISCHARGED.

The list includes:

a. Recent taxes on real estate (approximately two years old) or income (approxi-
mately three years old.)

b. Student loans, unless you file a complaint in bankruptcy court or perhaps some
other court claiming undue hardship as a result of paying such a loan.

c. Certain fines, penalties, and court imposed restitution obligations.

d. Some debts arising from operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated.

e. If a creditor files a complaint within 60 days of your hearing and succeeds in
proving that it has a debt arising from fraud, breach of fiduciary duty, or willful
injury on your part.
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7. It is important that you know the significance of your discharge order. if a debt is
discharged, the creditor cannot force you to pay that particular debt. This means that the
creditors cannot legally start an action against you for that debt, continue an action that had
been started before the bankruptcy, send you collection letters, or harass you in any other
way.  If this type of harassment occurs, you should contact your attorney immediately.

This information sheet is intended as a summary of certain points of interest regarding your
bankruptcy discharge. The terms used in this information sheet are intended to be simple
so that they can be understood; the law is much more detailed. This information therefore
is not “the law” and is only a summary designed to help you understand this phase of your
bankruptcy.

Each bankruptcy is unique. The special facts of your case may make it important that you
understand additional bankruptcy law. Discuss this information with your attorney. Ask
him/her to answer any questions you have now or any questions that may arise in the
future.
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LOCAL BANKRUPTCY FORM 4004-2

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

CHAPTER 12 and 13 DISCHARGE INFORMATION SHEET/Case & #

I. OVERVIEW

The chapter 13 (if appropriate chapter 12) trustee (“trustee”) has reported to the Court
that you have completed your plan payments. The Judges of this Court do not want you
to miss any work time unnecessarily. Thus, instead of requiring that you attend a formal
hearing to receive your discharge, you will be required only to review this information
sheet. A separate copy has been mailed to your attorney.

II. SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR DISCHARGE

A. THE MEANING OF THE WORD “DISCHARGE”

It is very important that you understand what debts you will be free of because of the
discharge that you will be receiving. If you have any questions after you read this, please
call your attorney.

When we say that a debt is discharged, we mean that it no longer exists. Since a
discharged debt is no longer a debt, the person to whom you owed the money cannot try
to collect it from you. If a particular debt is discharged in this bankruptcy, and the creditor
continues to try to collect the money from you, you can take legal action against the
creditor. If such a situation occurs, or if you receive any harassment from your creditors,
you should contact your attorney immediately.

B. DEBTS THAT CAN BE DISCHARGED

It is critical that you understand which debts will be discharged in this bankruptcy. Debts
that can be discharged share common characteristics. First, only debts owed at the time
of the filing of your bankruptcy can be discharged—(There are certain exceptions to this
rule which can be explained to you by your attorney). If you incurred more debt during the
bankruptcy, that additional debt might not be discharged in this bankruptcy.

LBF 4004-2
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Second, a debt might not be discharged if it was not listed on the Schedules that you filed
at the beginning of, or amended during, this bankruptcy.

Third, your plan must have contained some provision indicating how the debt will be
treated under it.

Thus, if you have a debt that you owed prior to the filing of this bankruptcy, but you did
not list it on your Schedules or did not include it in your plan, it might not be discharged.
If you have such a debt, tell your attorney immediately.

C. DEBTS THAT ARE NOT DISCHARGED

Some debts are not discharged.  Long term installment-type debt may not be discharged
if the last payment on the debt is due after the date of your final plan payment, unless you
make arrangements to pay the entire debt off under your plan.  Alimony, support, or
maintenance owed to a spouse, former spouse or child, will not be discharged.  Student
loans are not discharged unless you institute separate proceedings in bankruptcy court or
perhaps some other court to assert that undue hardship would result from paying the loan.
A fine or restitution obligation imposed as a sentence for a crime is not discharged.  Certain
other types of debts are also not discharged in chapter 13 cases. 

D. LIEN AVOIDANCE AND REAFFIRMATION AGREEMENTS

If you want to AVOID A LIEN, you should do so BEFORE THE DISCHARGE ORDER
IS SIGNED. Therefore, you should tell your attorney now if you want to do this. What this
means is as follows:

a. Certain liens (judgments, levies, nonpurchase-money interests in household goods)
can be eliminated entirely by asking the court do so.

b. Other liens, like mortgages, motor vehicle encumbrances, and purchase money
security in other goods probably cannot be eliminated.

If you want to REAFFIRM A DEBT, which means that you will be legally obligated to
repay the debt, even after discharge, you may need court approval in certain instances.

If you think that any of these agreements or motions should be filed in your case, or if you
want additional information, contact your attorney.
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III. AFTER YOU RECEIVE YOUR DISCHARGE

Under normal circumstances you will receive a copy of an order signed by the Judge
granting your discharge within sixty (60) days.  If you do not receive a copy of the order
after sixty (60) days have elapsed, contact your attorney or the trustee. You should keep
a copy of your Discharge Order, your Schedules, and your Plan with your other important
papers.

This information is not “the law,” but rather a brief discussion of the significance of this
phase of your bankruptcy. If you have any questions, please call your attorney.
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Local Rule 5001-1

Court Administration

(a) Emergency Judge.

(1) The judge who is designated as “Emergency Judge” shall act instead of the
judge to whom a case is assigned whenever the assigned judge is absent from
the Courthouse and cannot feasibly return prior to the expiration of the time
within which judicial action is required.

(2) Whenever counsel requests immediate judicial action, the clerk shall contact
the assigned judge and in the event that the judge cannot be reached or the
judge consents to action by the Emergency Judge, the Emergency Judge shall
act in accordance with paragraph (1) of this subdivision.

(3) If the Emergency Judge is required to hold an extensive hearing or otherwise
perform a substantial amount of work, the clerk may, at the request of the
Emergency Judge and with the consent of the assigned judge, reassign the
case to the Emergency Judge for all purposes.

(4) All inquiries concerning the Emergency Judge should be referred to the clerk
who shall obtain complete information concerning the nature of the emer-
gency, the name of the case, the names and telephone numbers of counsel
and shall provide this information to the Emergency Judge who shall
determine what action, if any, is required of the Emergency Judge.

(b) Division of Court.  Where it appears from the petition that the debtor's domicile,
residence, principal place of business or principal assets were located for the 180 days
immediately preceding the commencement of the case (or for a longer portion of such 180-
day period than they were located elsewhere) in Philadelphia County, Bucks County,
Chester County, Delaware County, or Montgomery County, the case shall be assigned to
the Philadelphia Division. All other cases shall be assigned to a judge of the Reading
Division.

(c) Assignment of Cases

(1) Each case in the Philadelphia Division shall be assigned as soon as possible
by a blind lottery method to a judge of the Philadelphia Division.
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(2) If the filed papers indicate a later case is related to an earlier filed case, the
clerk shall assign the later case to the same judge to whom the earlier case is
assigned and notify the judge of that assignment. If the judge receiving the
later case is of the opinion that a relationship does not exist, the receiving
judge may refer the case to the clerk for assignment by the blind lottery
method in the same manner as if it were a newly filed case.

(3) Whether the relationship between the later case and the earlier case is or is
not indicated on the filed papers, (A) any interested party may file a motion
requesting the judge to whom a case is assigned to reassign the case to
another judge, and (B) the judge to whom a case is assigned may determine
that a case is related to another numbered case or is more appropriately
heard by another judge and may, with the consent of the receiving judge,
refer the case to the receiving judge. 

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 5001.1.

Subdivision (b) is derived from 95 L.B.R. 5001.2(a).

Subdivision (c) is derived from 97 L.B.R. 5001.2(b)-(e).

Local Rule 5005

Filing by Electronic Means

Documents may be filed, signed and verified by electronic means in accordance with the
procedures set forth in the Standing Order re: Electronic Case Filing, dated April 1, 2003,
as it may be amended from time to time by the court.  A document filed pursuant to this
rule constitutes a written paper for the purpose of these Local Bankruptcy Rules, the
Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, made
applicable by the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure and §107 of the Bankruptcy
Code.
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Local Rule 5009-1

Closing of Chapter 11 Cases

(a) Notice.  No later than 180 days after the confirmation of a chapter 11 plan, the clerk
shall give notice to counsel for the debtor or former debtor and to counsel to any official
creditors' committee of subdivision (b) of this rule.

(b) Final Decree.  Within the later of 180 days after confirmation of a chapter 11 plan
or the conclusion of the hearing to consider the cumulative plan implementation report held
under L.B.R. 3021-1, the court shall enter a Final Decree closing the case, unless a motion
to keep the case open for cause is filed within the 180 day period.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is new.

Subdivision (b) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 3022.1.

Local Rule 5011-1

Withdrawal of Reference

(a) Motion and Brief.  A motion for withdrawal of a case or proceeding under 28
U.S.C. § 157(d) shall be accompanied by a form of order which, if approved by the court,
would grant the relief sought by the movant and a brief containing a concise statement of
the legal contentions and authorities relied on in support of the motion.

(b) Caption.  The caption of a motion for withdrawal shall conform substantially to
L.B.F. 5011-1.

(c) Filing.  An original of the motion, proposed order, and brief shall be filed with the
clerk of the bankruptcy court and a copy of each shall be filed on the same day with the
clerk of the district court. 

(d) Docketing in District Court .  The clerk of the district court shall promptly docket
the motion for withdrawal as a miscellaneous matter.
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(e) Service.  The movant shall serve the motion, proposed order, and brief on 

1. the parties in interest listed in L.B.R. 9014-3(g), if the motion is to withdraw
the case, or

2. the parties to an adversary proceeding, if the motion is to withdraw an
adversary proceeding.

(f) Opposition.  Unless the district court directs otherwise, any party opposing the
motion shall file with the district court and serve on the movant and the parties referred to
in paragraphs (e)(1) or (e)(2) of this rule, whichever is appropriate, a brief in opposition,
together with such answer or other response which may be appropriate, within fourteen
(14) days after service of the motion and supporting brief.

(g) Further Proceedings in District Court .  Rule 7.1 of the Local Rules of Civil
Procedure governs all proceedings in the district court relating to the motion for
withdrawal.

SOURCE

This rule is new and is designed to facilitate the district court's consideration 
of a motion to withdraw the reference.
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Local Bankruptcy Form 5011-1
Caption of Motion for Withdrawal

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

Miscellaneous Matter No. ________

In re: : Chapter _____
:
:
:

                                Debtor : Bankruptcy Court No. _____

MOTION OF ............................... 

FOR WITHDRAWAL OF REFERENCE

LBF 5011-1
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Local Rule 5070-1

Calendars and Scheduling

(a) Hearing Dates.  A person who files a motion, application, objection, or notice for
which a hearing is required under a F.R.B.P. or for which these rules require the scheduling
of a hearing shall, before filing the paper, consult with the courtroom deputy for the judge
to whom the case is assigned to obtain a hearing date on the judge's calendar.  The hearing
date shall allow for adequate time for the movant or objector to complete any service or
notice required by the F.R.B.P. or these rules.

(b) Completion of Hearing.  If a hearing is called on the day scheduled but not
completed, the court may continue the hearing to a date certain without further written
notice.

(c) Rescheduling by Court.  If the Court, on its own initiative, reschedules a hearing
date or cancels a scheduled hearing, the courtroom deputy, unless the court directs
otherwise, shall notify all interested parties of the new hearing date or the cancellation.

(d) Party-Initiated Informal Request to Reschedule.  A party who desires to
reschedule a matter scheduled before the court shall consult with all other interested
counsel to attempt to reach an agreement to reschedule the matter to a date certain.  If the
interested parties agree to reschedule the matter to a date certain, the party who initiated
the proposed rescheduling shall, under subdivision (a) of this rule, consult with the
courtroom deputy for the judge to whom the case is assigned to request rescheduling of
the hearing.  Approval of a new hearing date is at the discretion of the court.  If a new
hearing date is assigned, the party who initiated the rescheduling shall give notice promptly
to the interested parties of the new hearing date.

(e) Motion to Reschedule.  If any of the interested parties do not agree to reschedule
a matter, if the interested parties are unable to agree on a proposed new date, or if an
informal request to reschedule is not granted, the party requesting the rescheduling must
proceed by motion under L.B.R. 9014-3, by oral motion in open court made at the
scheduled hearing, or during a telephone conference convened under L.R. 9076-1.

(f) Expedited Consideration. 

(1) Consultation.  A party who desires to obtain a hearing date earlier than the
hearing date that would ordinarily be assigned under subdivision (a) of this
rule or other expedited consideration, shall, to the extent practicable, consult
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with all other interested parties to attempt to reach an agreement that an
expedited hearing is appropriate and on the suggested hearing date or dates.

(2) Content of Motion.  A motion for expedited consideration shall set forth

(i) with particularity the reasons supporting the need for expedited consider-
ation;

(ii) who was provided a copy of the motion or given notice of the
motion for expedited consideration before the motion was filed,
when and how the notice was given, and with whom the movant
consulted in accord with subdivision (f)(1); and

(iii) what agreement, if any, resulted from the consultation with other
interested parties.

(3) Combined Motion.  A motion for expedited consideration may be stated as
part of the underlying motion or application for which expedited consideration
is requested.  The title of the underlying motion or application shall indicate
the motion or application also includes a motion for an expedited hearing date
or other expedited consideration.

(4) Papers to Accompany Motion.  The motion for expedited consideration shall
be accompanied by

(i) a proposed order that grants expedited consideration by fixing an early
hearing date or other expedited consideration and provides for a method
of prompt service of the order as well as the underlying motion or
application, and

(ii) unless a combined motion under paragraph (f)(3) is filed, a copy
of the underlying motion or application for which expedited
consideration is requested.  

(5) Disposition.  A motion for expedited consideration may be determined
without a hearing under L.B.R. 9014-2. If the Court grants an expedited
hearing, the court may fix the hearing for the date requested or some other
date.



LOCAL BANKRUPTCY RULES

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

62

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is new.

Subdivision (b), which is derived from 97 L.B.R. 1017.2(f), is expanded to apply to all
scheduled hearings.

Subdivision (c) is a revised version of 97 L.B.R. 9013.2(b).

Subdivisions (d) and (e) are based on 97 L.B.R. 9013.2(a) and (c) respectively.
Because time may be an important factor, subdivision (e) authorizes a party seek- ing
rescheduling to request a telephone conference with the court.

Subdivision (f) is a revision of 97 L.B.R. 9014.2.  A motion for expedited consideration
may be determined without a hearing.     

Local Rule 5080-1

Fees—Generally

If a document, other than a petition, for which there is a filing fee is accompanied by an
application to waive the filing fee (i) the clerk shall accept the document for filing, and (ii)
the document is deemed filed on the day it is delivered to the clerk unless the application
is denied and the filing fee is not paid within ten (10) days of entry of the order denying the
application.  The application may be determined without hearing. 

SOURCE

97 L.B.R. 9004.1(c)

Local Rule 5081-1

Fees—Form of Payment

The Clerk shall accept cash, money orders, certified checks, or checks drawn on
attorney's accounts made payable to the "Clerk, United States Bankruptcy Court" and the
Clerk may also accept major credit cards.
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SOURCE

This rule is derived from 97 L.B.R. 1002.2(b).  Whether a fee may be paid by use of
a major credit card is matter within the discretion of the Clerk.

Local Rule 6004-1

Motion to Sell Free and Clear of Liens or Other Interests

A motion to sell free and clear of liens or other interests under F.R.B.P. 6004(c) is
governed by L.B.R. 9014.3 except that an objection rather than an answer shall be filed
and served on the movant or, if the movant is represented, counsel for the movant no later
than 15 days after the date on which the movant serves the motion.

SOURCE

This rule is new.  Rule 6004(c) requires that if a sale is to be free and clear of liens a
motion must be filed.  When a motion to sell free and clear is filed the notice of the intent
to sell which must be given to all creditors under Rule 6004(a) must include the date of the
hearing and the time to file an objection.  This rule fixes the time to file an objection to a
motion to sell free and clear at 15 days after the date of service.  This period is the same
as the 15 day period to answer other motions under L.B.R. 9014-3.

Local Rule 6007-1

Objections to Abandonment 

(a) Form of Objection.  An objection to a proposed abandonment or disposition of
property shall identify the objector and state the basis of the objection.  An objection shall
state in bold type on the right hand side adjacent to the caption the date, time, and place
of the hearing on the objection.

(b) Scheduling of Hearing.  Prior to the filing of an objection, the objector shall obtain
a hearing date in the manner provided in L.B.R. 5070-1.

(c) Papers to Accompany an Objection.  The following papers shall accompany an
objection:



LOCAL BANKRUPTCY RULES

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

64

(1) A copy of the notice to which objection is made;

(2) A proposed form of order which, if entered by the court, would grant the
relief sought by the objection.  Each proposed form of order shall list in the
lower left-hand corner of the signature page or on the left-hand side of an
attached page(s), the names and addresses of interested parties to whom it
is suggested copies of the order, if entered, should be sent;

(3) A certification of notice prepared as required by L.B.R. 9014-4. 

(d) Notice of the Hearing on Objection.  On the day the objection is filed, the
objector shall give notice of the date, time, and place of hearing on the objection to the
debtor or trustee who gave notice of the proposed abandonment, the United States
trustee, and those on the Clerk's Service List.  The notice to the debtor or trustee who
gave the notice of the proposed abandonment and to the United State trustee shall be
accompanied by a copy of the objection.

(e) No Response Required: Hearing.  No response is required to an objection. There
shall be a hearing on an objection.

SOURCE

This rule is new.  F.R.B.P. 6007(a) requires that a debtor or trustee give notice of his
intent to abandon property of the estate and permits an objection to be filed within 15
days. 

Local Rule 7003-1

Adversary Proceeding Cover Sheet

Any complaint filed under Part VII of the F.R.B.P. shall be accompanied by an
Adversary Proceeding Cover Sheet which shall be provided by the clerk.
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Local Rule 7005-1

Motions in Adversary Proceedings

(a) Incorporation of General Motion Practice.  The following L.B.R. apply to
motions filed in adversary proceedings:

L.B.R. 9014-3(b) Form
L.B.R. 9014-3(c) Scheduling of Hearing
L.B.R. 9014-3(d) Filing
L.B.R. 9014-3(f)(1)-(3) Papers to Accompany Motion
L.B.R. 9014-3(i) Answer to Motion
L.B.R. 9014-3(j) Determination Without Hearing

(b) Summary Judgment Motions.  A summary judgment motion to which no timely
answer is filed under L.B.R. 9014-3(i) is governed by Fed.R.Civ.P. 56(c).

(c) Discovery Motions.  A motion relating to discovery is governed by L.B.R. 7026-1.
A routine motion to compel discovery may be ruled on by the court before the time to
answer under L.B.R. 9014-3(i) expires.

SOURCE

This rule incorporates most of the general motion practice provisions of L.B.R. 9014-3.
Service is made on the parties to the adversary proceeding.

Local Rule 7016-1

Pretrial Statement

(a) If the court orders a pretrial statement but does not specify the form and content of
the pretrial statement, counsel shall jointly prepare the pretrial statement in the manner
described in District Court Local Civil Rule 16.1(d) 2.(a) and address the following:

1. Basis of jurisdiction, and also state whether the matter is core or non-core. If the
matter is non-core, the parties shall state whether they have consented in their
pleadings to the court's entry of a final order under 28 U.S.C. § 157(c)(2) and,
if they have not consented in their pleadings, the parties shall state whether they
now consent to the court's entry of a final order under 28 U.S.C. § 157(c)(2).
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2. Statement of uncontested facts.

3. Statement of facts which are in dispute.

4. Damages or other relief. A statement of damages claimed or relief sought. A
party seeking damages shall list each item claimed under a separate descriptive
hearing, shall provide a detailed description of each item and state the amount of
damages claimed. A party seeking relief other than damages shall list the exact
form of relief sought with precise designations of persons, parties, places and
things expected to be included in any order providing relief.

5. Legal issues presented set forth in separate paragraphs and the constitutional,
statutory, regulatory and decisional authorities relied on. (Counsel should include
a brief statement regarding which party has the burden of proof on each legal
issue.)

6. Witnesses' names and addresses listed separately for liability and damages in the
order they will be called along with a brief statement of the evidence the witnesses
will give.  Expert witnesses shall be identified as experts and a summary of the
experts' qualifications shall be attached.

7. A list of all exhibits to be offered into evidence which shall be serially numbered
and physically marked before trial in accordance with the schedule.

8. A list of each discovery item and trial deposition to be offered into evidence.
(Counsel shall designate by page the portion of deposition testimony and by
number the interrogatories which shall be offered in evidence at trial.)

9. Estimated trial time.

10. A certification that the parties have attempted good faith settlement discussions
without success.

SOURCE

This rule was initially a revision of 97 L.B.R. 7016.1.  It was further modified, effective
December 11, 2000, to delete former subdivision (a) as inconsistent with F.R.Civ.P. 26,
which became effective on December 1, 2000.  Current subdivision (a) is former
subdivision (b).  
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Local Rule 7023-1

Class Actions

Rule 23.1 of Local Rules of Civil Procedure of the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, set forth as follows, shall apply in all adversary
proceedings:

Rule 23.1 Class Actions

In any case sought to be maintained as a class action:

(a) The Complaint shall bear next to its caption the legend, "Complaint— Class
Action."

(b) The Complaint shall contain under a separate heading, styled "Class Action
Allegations."

(1) A reference to the portion or portions of Rule 23, Fed.R.Civ. P., under
which it is claimed that the suit is properly maintainable as a class action.

(2) Appropriate allegations thought to justify such claim, including, but not
necessarily limited to:

A. The size (or approximate size) and definition of the alleged class,

B. The basis on which the plaintiff (or plaintiffs) claims

(i) to be an adequate representative of the class, or

(ii) if the class is comprised of defendants, that those named as
parties are adequate representatives of the class.

C. The alleged questions of law and fact claimed to be common to
the class, and

D. In actions claimed to be maintainable as class actions under
subdivision (b)(3) of Fed.R.Civ.P. 23, allegations thought to
support the findings required by that subdivision.

(c) Within ninety (90) days after the filing of a complaint in a class action, unless this
period is extended on motion of good cause appearing, the plaintiff shall move 
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for a determination under subdivision (c)(1) of Fed.R.Civ.P. 23, as to whether the case is
to be maintained as a class action. In ruling on a motion, the Court may allow the action
to be so maintained, may disallow and strike the class action allegations, or may order
postponement of the determination pending discovery of such other preliminary procedures
as appear to be appropriate and necessary in the circumstances. Whenever possible,
where it is held that the determination should be postponed, a date will be fixed by the
Court for renewal of the motion.

(d) The foregoing provisions shall apply, with appropriate adaption, to any counterclaim
or cross-claim alleged to be brought for or against a class.

SOURCE

97 L.B.R. 7023.1.

Local Rule 7026-1

Discovery

(a) General.  Rule 26.1(a)-(f) of the Local Rules of Civil Procedure of the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, set forth as follows, shall
apply in all proceedings:

Rule 26.1 Discovery

(a) Interrogatories, requests for production and inspection and
requests for admission under Fed.R.Civ.P. 33, 34 and 36, answers,
responses, and objections to interrogatories and to requests under
Fed.R.Civ.P. rules 34 and 36, and notices of deposition and deposi-
tions under Fed.R.Civ.P. 30 and 31 shall not be filed with the court.
The party serving the discovery material or taking the deposition shall
retain the original and be the custodian of it.

(b) Every motion under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure govern-
ing discovery shall identify and set forth, verbatim, the relevant parts
of the interrogatory, request, answer, response, objection, notice, or
subpoena, or dispositions. Any party responding to the motion shall
set forth, verbatim, in that party's memorandum any other part that the
party believes necessary to the Court's consideration of the motion.
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(c) If material in interrogatories, requests, answers, responses, or
depositions is used as evidence in connection with any motion, the
relevant parts shall be set forth, verbatim, in the moving papers or in
responding memoranda.  If it is used as evidence at trial, the party
offering it shall read it into the record, or if directed to do so by the
Court, offer it as an exhibit.

(d) The Court shall resolve any dispute that may arise about the
accuracy of any quotation or discovery material used as provided in
sections (b) and (c) and may require production of the original paper
or transcript.

(e) The Court, on its own motion, on motion by any party or an
application by a non-party, may require the filing of the original of any
discovery paper or deposition transcript. The parties may provide for
such filing by stipulation.

(f) No motion or other application under the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure governing discovery or under this rule shall be made unless
it contains a certification of counsel that the parties, after reasonable
effort, are unable to resolve the dispute.

(b) Motions to Compel. A routine motion to compel answers to interrogatories or to
compel compliance with a request for production under Fed.R.Civ.P. 34, because no
response or objection has been timely served, shall be accompanied by a copy of the
interrogatories or Rule 34 request but a brief need not be filed.  The court may summarily
grant or deny such motion without waiting for a response.

SOURCE

Former subdivision (a) was deleted, effective December 11, 2000, as inconsistent with
F.R.Civ.P. 26, which became effective December 1, 2000.  Current subdivision (a) is
former subdivision (b) and is the same as 97 L.B.R. 7037.1.  The reference to the Local
Civil Rule is now to Local Civil Rule 26 to conform to the 1995 amendments to Local Civil
Rules.  Current subdivision (b) is former subdivision (c) and is a revised version of Local
Civil Rule 26.1(g).
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Subdivision (b) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 7037.1.  The reference to the Local Civil Rule
is now to Local Civil Rule 26 to conform to the 1995 amendments to Local Civil Rules.

Subdivision (c) is a revised version of Local Civil Rule 26.1(g).

Local Rule 7041-1

Notice of Dismissal of Adversary Proceeding

Before any adversary proceeding shall be involuntarily dismissed as to a debtor or other
party who is the plaintiff in any adversary proceeding, notice shall be given by the clerk to
the debtor or the party and to their counsel.

SOURCE

97 L.B.R. 7041.1.

Local Rule 7041-2

Settlement of Adversary Proceedings and Contested Matters

Whenever, in an adversary proceeding or contested matter, counsel notifies the
courtroom deputy for the judge to whom the adversary proceeding or contested matter is
assigned that the issues between the parties have been settled, the parties shall file any
necessary stipulation and any requisite motion to compromise or settle within thirty (30)
days, or the adversary proceeding or contested matter may be dismissed at the discretion
of the court.  A motion to extend the time, for cause shown, may be filed within the 30 day
period. 

SOURCE

This rule is a revised version of 97 L.B.R. 7041.2.
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Local Rule 8001-1

Transmittal of Notice of Appeal to Bankruptcy Judge: Opinion in Support of Order

(a) Transmittal of Notice of Appeal to Bankruptcy Judge.  On the day a notice of
appeal is filed, an appellant shall mail or deliver a copy of the notice of appeal to the
bankruptcy judge whose order is the subject of the appeal.  The failure of an appellant to
provide a copy of the notice of appeal to the bankruptcy judge shall not affect the
jurisdiction of the district court to hear the appeal.

(b) Opinion in Support of Order.  The bankruptcy judge whose order is the subject
of an appeal may, within 15 days of the filing of the notice of appeal, file a written opinion
in support of the order or a written supplemental opinion that amplifies any earlier written
opinion or recorded oral bench ruling or opinion.

SOURCE

This rule is derived from L.A.R. 3.1 of the Third Circuit's Local Rules.  Under
subdivision (b) of this rule, a bankruptcy judge has the same opportunity as a district judge
to file an opinion after an appeal has been taken.

Local Rule 8001-2

Motions Filed in Connection with an Appeal

(a) General.  

(1) This rule applies to motions relating to an appeal that may be determined by a
bankruptcy judge, including a motion under F.R.B.P 8001(c)(1) to withdraw an appeal
before the appeal is docketed; under F.R.B.P 8002(c) for an extension of the time to
appeal, if the motion is filed after the expiration of the time to appeal; and under F.R.B.P
8005 for a stay of the judgment, order, or decree appealed from.

(2) A motion under F.R.B.P. 8002(c) for an extension of the time to appeal, if the
motion is filed before the expiration of the time to appeal, is governed by Rule 9014-3,
Motions Determined Without Hearing.
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(b) Incorporation of General Motion Practice.  The following L.B.R. apply to a
motion relating to an appeal that may be determined by a bankruptcy judge:

L.B.R. 9014-3(b) Form
L.B.R. 9014-3(c) Scheduling of Hearing
L.B.R. 9014-3(d) Filing
L.B.R. 9014-3(f)(1)-(3) Papers to Accompany Motion
L.B.R. 9014-3(i) Answer to Motion
L.B.R. 9014-3(j) Determination Without Hearing

(c) Service of Motion.  On the day the motion is filed, the movant shall, in accordance
with F.R.B.P. 8008(b), serve a Notice of Motion and Hearing Date substantially in the
form of L.B.F. 9014-3, the proposed order, and a copy of the motion (assembled in that
order) on the parties to the appeal, or, if represented, their counsel of record.

SOURCE

The three motions listed in subdivision (a)(1) require disposition by the bankruptcy
judge.  The motion practice for these motions is the same as the general motion practice
under L.B.R. 9014-3 except that under subdivision (c) of this rule service is made only on
the parties to the appeal.  Notice does not have to be provided to those on the Clerk's
Service List.

A motion for leave to appeal under 28 U.S.C. § 158(a), which is governed by F.R.B.P.
8003, is not subject to L.B.R. 8001-1.  Although this motion and an answer to the motion
are filed with the clerk of the bankruptcy court, the district court rules on the motion.

Local Rule 9004-1

Papers

(a) General.  All papers submitted to the clerk for filing shall measure 8½ x 11 inches
and shall be stapled or fastened at the top.

(b) Date Stamped Copies of Filed Papers.  

(1) The clerk shall, if requested at the time of filing, date-stamp one copy of any
paper that is filed.
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(2) If a paper that is filed by mail is accompanied by a copy of the paper and a
self-addressed, stamped envelope, the clerk shall date-stamp the copy and
mail the copy to the person who filed the paper.

SOURCE

This rule is a revision of 97 L.B.R. 9004.1(a)-(c).

Local Rule 9004-2

Caption 

All pleadings, motions, applications, objections, and any other papers filed with the clerk
shall contain a caption in a form described as follows:

(i) appearing at the top of the first page and centered thereon shall be:

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

(ii) appearing below the name of the court and to the left of center shall
be the name of the debtor who shall be identified as such. In an adversary pro-
ceeding only, the name of the plaintiff and the defendant in that order shall be
shown below that of the debtor;

(iii) appearing below the name of the court and to the right of center shall be the
chapter of the case in which the pleading is being filed;

(iv) appearing below the chapter of the case shall be the bankruptcy number of the
case and, if applicable, any adversary number; and

(v) appearing below that which is specified in (i) through (iv) of this rule,
and centered shall be the full title of the pleading, motion, application, objection,
or other paper which includes the name of the proponent and describes the relief
requested. 
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SOURCE

This rule is the same as 97 L.B.R. 9004.2 except for the addition of the phrase
"describes the relief requested" at the end of the last paragraph of the rule.  This addition
is intended to make it clear that the title of a motion, application, or other paper should
effectively communicate what relief is sought from the court.  A title adequately describes
the relief requested if it is plain from the title what the motion, application, or other paper
is about and what specific relief is sought.  For example, if the motion is for relief from the
automatic stay to permit foreclosure of a lien on real property, the title of the motion should
state as follows: “Motion of Bank of Philadelphia for Relief from the Automatic Stay to
Permit the Bank of Philadelphia to Foreclose on 333 Main Street, Philadelphia, PA.” 

Local Rule 9008-1

Publication of Notices

(a) General.  Whenever a notice is to be given by publication, unless the court orders
otherwise, the notice shall be published one time in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county of the debtor's last known address and one time in the legal periodical, if any,
that serves that county.

(b) Official Newspaper.  The Legal Intelligencer of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is
hereby designated as the official newspaper of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania for the publication of notices of petitions filed, discharges
granted or denied, opinions entered, trial lists, dismissals, the official rules and any other
announcement concerning court administration.

SOURCE

This rule is a revision of 97 L.B.R. 9008.1.

Local Rule 9010-1

Attorneys—Appearance

(a) Notice of Appearance.  A notice of appearance filed under F.R.B.P. 9010(b) shall
also include the fax number of the attorney filing the appearance.
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(b) Filing Petition as Appearance for Debtor.  The filing of a petition in bankruptcy
by an attorney on behalf of a debtor shall constitute an entry of appearance in any and all
matters arising during the administration of the case including, but not limited to, all
applications, motions, and adversary proceedings.

(c) Filing Paper as Appearance.  An attorney who files any application, motion,
stipulation, or other paper with the clerk shall be deemed to have entered an appearance
for the party on whose behalf the paper is filed.

(d) Change of Address: Filing.  Any attorney who has entered an appearance shall
advise the clerk of any change of address of the attorney's office, or a change of address
of the entity on whose behalf the attorney has made an entry of appearance, by filing with
the clerk a Request to Note Change of Address which shall request that the clerk note the
change of address on the bankruptcy court docket and the Clerk's Service List.

(e) Change of Address: Notice.  An attorney who files a request under subdivision (d)
shall mail a copy of the request to any trustee in the case and to any attorney who has
entered an appearance in an adversary proceeding or contested matter which is pending
at the time the above request is filed with the clerk.

SOURCE

Subdivision (a) is new.

Subdivision (b) is the same as 97 L.B.R. 9010.2.

Subdivisions (c)-(e) are the same as subdivisions (c)-(e) respectively of 97 L.B.R.
9010.1.

Local Rule 9011-1

Information Accompanying Signature

Any document filed in the case shall include the name, address, telephone number and
the fax number of the person signing the document.

SOURCE

This rule is new.
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Local Rule 9013-1

Applications

(a) Form.  An application shall identify the applicant, the nature of the relief sought, and
the basis for the relief sought.   

(b) Papers to Accompany Applications.  The following papers shall accompany each
application:

(1) a proposed form of order which, if entered by the court, would grant the re-
lief sought by the application.  Each proposed form of order shall list, in the
lower left-hand corner of the signature page or on the left-hand side of an
attached page(s), the names and addresses of all interested persons to whom
it is suggested that copies of the order, if entered, should be sent, and

(2) if the court imposes a general requirement that applications be accompanied
by a cover sheet, a cover sheet substantially conforming to the form of cover
sheet that accompanies the court's order.

(c) Applications for Compensation of a Professional.  L.B.R. 2016 governs the
giving of notice and the service as well as the time to object to an application for
compensation of a professional.

(d) Applications Considered Without a Hearing.  The court may consider without a
hearing an application

(1) under F.R.B.P. 1006(b) for payment of filing fees in installments;

(2) under F.R.B.P. 2007.1(c) for approval of the appointment of an elected or
appointed trustee or an examiner;

(3) under F.R.B.P. 2014(a) for approval of the employment of bankruptcy
counsel to represent a trustee, debtor in possession, or a creditors' commit-
tee; or

(4) under L.B.R. 5080-1 for waiver of a filing fee. 

(e) Accelerated Procedure.  An application which is permitted under F.R.B.P., but is
not governed by subdivisions (c) or (d), is governed by this subdivision.  This subdivision
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applies to an application under F.R.B.P. 2014(a) for approval of the employment of a
professional who will serve in a case as other than bankruptcy counsel and under F.R.B.P.
3017.1 and L.B.R. 3016-(g) for conditional approval of a disclosure statement. 

(1) Notice. On the day an application is filed, the applicant  shall give notice of
the filing of the application and of the requirement that any objection to the
application must be filed and served on the applicant, or if the applicant is
represented, counsel for the applicant within eight (8) calendar days of the
date on which the application is filed to the

(i) the debtor;

(ii) the United States trustee;

(iii) any trustee or interim trustee; and

(iv) any official committee or, if no committee has been appointed in a chapter
11 case, the twenty (20) largest unsecured creditors of the debtor;

 (2) Certification of Notice and Whether any Objection Has Been Filed.  After
the expiration of the eight (8) day period to file an objection, the applicant
shall file a certification of notice, prepared as required by L.B.R. 9014-4,
which also certifies whether any timely objection has been filed.

(3) Disposition of Application.  After the filing of a Certification of Notice under
subdivision (e)(3),

(i) if the applicant certifies no timely objection has been filed, the court shall rule
on the motion, or

(ii) if the applicant certifies a timely objection has been filed, the court may
either rule on the motion or set a hearing date.

(4) Notice of Hearing.  If the court sets a hearing date for an application, the
clerk shall give notice of the hearing to the applicant, the objector, and any
other person the court directs.

(f) Service of Application to Employ a Professional.  On the day an application to
employ a professional is filed, the applicant shall serve a copy of the application on those
specified in L.B.R. 2014-1(b).
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SOURCE

This rule is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9013-3.  Only requests for relief which are
authorized to be made by application under the F.R.B.P. are subject to this rule.  Under
subdivision (b)(2) a cover sheet does not have to be filed with an application; however, the
court may in the future order that a cover sheet be filed. The period within which to object
to an application governed by L.B.R. 9013-1(e) has been changed from five to eight days
because amended F.R.B.P. 9006(a) now provides that weekends and legal holidays are
excluded from the computation of the time to act if the period to act is less than eight days.

Local Rule 9014-1

Motions

(a) Motions for Withdrawal.  A motion for withdrawal of a case or proceeding is
governed by L.B.R. 5011-1.

(b) Motions Filed in an Adversary Proceeding.  A motion filed in adversary
proceeding is governed by L.B.R.7005-1.

(c) Motions Filed in Connection with an Appeal.  A motion filed in connection with
an appeal is governed by L.B.R. 8001-1.

(d) Other Motions Filed in a Case.  A motion filed in a case means a motion that is not
subject to subdivisions (a)-(c) or this rule.  A motion filed in a case is governed by either
L.B.R. 9014-2, Motions Determined Without Hearing, or L.B.R. 9014-3, General Motion
Practice.

SOURCE

This rule is new.  All requests for relief, except where the F.R.B.P. provide for use of
an application, are made by motion.  F.R.B.P. 9013.

Subdivision (a).  L.B.R. 5011-1 establishes a procedure for a movant who files a
motion for withdrawal to also file a copy of the motion in the district court and thereby
trigger a specific procedure for obtaining a resolution of the motion by the district court.
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Subdivisions (b) and (c).  Separate rules for motion practice in adversary proceedings
and appeals are set forth respectively in L.B.R. 7005-1 and 8001-1 because there is no
need to provide service or notice to anyone other than the parties in the adversary
proceeding or to the appeal.  The motion practice under these two rules is otherwise the
same as the general motion practice under L.B.R. 9014-3.

Subdivision (d).  The general motion practice under L.B.R. 9014-3 is derived from 97
L.B.R. 9014.1.  An order directing any answer is no longer necessary. L.B.R. 9014-3(i)
provides that an answer must be filed within 15 days.  In addition, it is no longer necessary
to provide a copy of a motion to those on the Clerk's Service List.  Instead, those on the
Clerk's Service List are provided with notice of the motion and may request a copy of the
motion from the movant.  The movant obtains a hearing date prior to filing the motion.

L.B.R. 9014-2, Motions Determined Without Hearing, provides that for certain motions
no notice need be given and service need only be made on the trustee or debtor in
possession and, in a chapter 11 case, the committee.  No answer is required and a hearing
is not scheduled.  Rather, the court determines whether the motion will be granted or
denied based on the motion.  The court may, however, elect to require an answer or to set
a hearing.

Local Rule 9014-2

Motions Determined Without Hearing

(a) Applicability.  This rule applies to a motion

(1) under §§ 1225(c) or 1325(c) for entry of a wage order;

(2) under F.R.B.P. 1007(a)(4) or 1007(c) or (e) for an extension of time;

(3) under L.B.R. 1017-1(a) or 1017-2(a) to convert or dismiss a case; 

(4) under F.R.B.P. 2002(h) or (i) to limit notice; 

(5) under L.B.R. 2090-1(c)(2) to appear pro hac vice;                           
(6) under F.R.B.P. 4004(c) and L.B.R. 4004-1(a) to defer entry of a

discharge order; 
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(7) under L.B.R. 5070-1(f) for expedited consideration; 

(8) under F.R.B.P.9006(b)(1) for enlargement of the time to act made before
the time to act expired;

(9) under F.R.B.P. 9006(c)(1) for reduction of the time to act; and

(10) under F.R.B.P. 9023, if the motion does not include a request for a
hearing, to alter or amend an order awarding an applicant less than the re-
quested amount of compensation and reimbursement of expenses; and

(11) to limit service of papers or notice otherwise prescribed by these   rules.

(b) Form, Accompanying Order, and Cover Sheet.  A motion shall identify the
movant, the nature of the relief sought, and the basis for the relief sought and be
accompanied by (i) a proposed form of order which, if entered by the court would grant
the relief requested;  (ii) a certification of service as required under subdivision (c); and (iii),
if the court imposes a general requirement that motions be accompanied by a cover sheet,
a cover sheet substantially conforming to the form of cover sheet that accompanies the
court's order.

(c) Service.  On the day a motion is filed, a movant shall make service on the trustee
and the debtor  and, in a chapter 11 case, on the official committee and the United States
trustee. 

(d) Disposition.  The court may rule on a motion without a hearing.

SOURCE

The rule is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9013-3(b), which governed ex parte applications.

This rule provides that for the motions listed in subdivision (b) no notice need be given
and service need only be made on the trustee or debtor in possession, and in a chapter 11
case, the committee.  No answer is required and a hearing is not scheduled.  Rather, the
court determines whether the motion will be granted or denied based on the motion. The
court may, however, elect to require an answer or to set a hearing.
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Local Rule 9014-3

General Motion Practice

(a) Applicability.  This rule applies to a motion in a case that is not governed by L.B.R.
9014-2, Motions Determined Without Hearing.

(b) Form.  A motion shall identify the movant, the nature of the relief sought, and the
basis for the relief sought.  A motion shall state in bold type on the right-hand side adjacent
to the caption the date, time and place set for the hearing scheduled under subdivision (c)
of this rule.

(c) Scheduling of Hearing.  Prior to filing a motion, the movant shall obtain a hearing
date in the manner provided in L.B.R. 5070-1.

(d) Filing.  The movant shall file a motion no later than the second business day after
the day on which the hearing date is assigned.

(e) Discovery.  Rule 7026 is applicable to contested matters but the following
provisions of F.R.C.P. 26 do not apply to contested matters:

(1) the disclosure requirements of Rule 26(a)(1)-(3);
(2) the prohibition on discovery until the discovery conference under Rule 26(d);

and
(3) the requirements for a discovery conference and the submission of a

discovery plan under Rule 26(f).

(f) Papers to Accompany Motion.  The following papers shall accompany each motion:

(1) a proposed form of order which, if entered by the court, would grant the re-
lief sought by the motion.  Each proposed form of order shall list, in the lower
left-hand corner of the signature page or on the left-hand side of an attached
page(s), the names and addresses of all interested persons to whom it is
suggested that copies of the order, if entered, should be sent;

(2) a certification of service and notice prepared as required by L.B.R. 9014-4;
and 

(3) if the court imposes a general requirement that motions be accompanied by
a cover sheet, a cover sheet that conforms substantially to the  cover sheet
that accompanies the court's order.
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(g) Service of Motion.

(1) General.  On the day the motion is filed, the movant shall serve a Notice of
Motion and Hearing Date substantially in the form of L.B.F. 9014-3, the
proposed order, and a copy of the motion (assembled in that order) on the
following parties, or, if represented, their counsel of record: 

(i) the debtor and counsel to the debtor;

(ii) the United States trustee; 

(iii) any trustee or interim trustee;

(iv) any official committee or, if no committee has been appointed in a chapter
11 case, the twenty (20) largest unsecured creditors of the debtor;

(v) any person whose interest would be directly, materially and adversely af-
fected if the relief requested in the motion were granted and whose
interests are not adequately represented by persons on whom service is
otherwise required.

(2) Expedited Service.  If a courtesy copy of the motion is delivered to chambers
by expedited delivery, service under this subdivision shall also be made by
expedited delivery.

(h) Notice.  

(1) On the day the motion is filed, a movant shall give notice substantially in the
form of L.B.F. 9014-3 of the filing of the motion, the relief sought, the hearing date, and,
either (i) the time to file an answer within the time prescribed by subdivision (h), or (ii) the
time to file an objection within the time prescribed by F.R.B.P. 3015(g) (to a motion to
modify a confirmed chapter 12 or 13 plan); L.B.R. 3016-1(e) (to a motion for approval
of a disclosure statement); F.R.B.P. 4001(d)(2) (to a motion for approval of an
agreement); or L.B.R. 6004-1 (to a motion to sell free and clear of liens or other interests).

(2)  The notice shall be given to those on the Clerk's Service List who are not
required to be served under subdivision (f).  A movant, at the movant's expense, shall
promptly furnish a copy of the motion and proposed order to anyone on the Clerk's
Service List who requests a copy of the particular motion.  A movant may make service
in the manner provided in subdivision (f) instead of giving notice under this subdivision.
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(i) Answer or Objection to Motion.  Unless the court grants a motion for expedited
consideration or otherwise fixes a different time, an answer to a motion shall be filed and
served on the movant, or if the movant is represented, counsel for the movant no later than
15 days after the date on which the movant serves the motion.  An objection to a motion
shall be filed and served in the manner and within the time provided under F.R.B.P.
3015(g), L.B.R. 3016-1(e), F.R.B.P. 4001(d)(2), or L.B.R. 6004-1.

(j) Determination Without Hearing if No Answer or Objection Timely Filed.  
If an answer or objection is required to be filed and no timely answer or objection is filed,
the movant may file a certification of no opposition with the court and, unless a hearing is
required under the F.R.B.P., may request that the court grant the relief requested in the
motion without a hearing.  The courtroom deputy for the judge to whom the case is
assigned may be contacted to ascertain whether the hearing has been canceled.

(k) Stipulated Disposition of a Disputed Motion.  L.B.R.7041-2 applies if after an
answer is filed or a hearing is convened and the movant and the parties who have opposed
the motion agree to a stipulated disposition of the motion.

(l) Supplemental Requirements of the F.R.B.P.  In addition to the service and notice
required under subdivisions (f) and (g) of this rule, a movant also shall serve any party on
whom service must be made under the F.R.B.P. and give notice to any party who must be
given notice under the F.R.B.P.  If the F.R.B.P. requires that the court conduct a hearing,
a movant's certification of no timely filing of an answer or objection shall not include a
request that the motion be determined without a hearing.

SOURCE

This rule, which is derived from 97 L.B.R. 9014.1, changes general motion practice in
some important ways.  An order directing an answer is no longer necessary. L.B.R. 9014-
3(i) provides that an answer must be filed within 15 days.  It is no longer necessary to
provide a copy of a motion to those on the Clerk's Service List.  Instead, those on the
Clerk's Service List are provided with notice of the motion and may request a copy of the
motion from the movant.  The movant obtains a hearing date prior to filing the motion.  A
cover sheet does not have to be filed with the motion.

The F.R.B.P have two rules which refer to motion practice.  Rule 9013 requires that a
request for relief be made by motion unless the F.R.B.P. authorize the filing of an
application.  A movant must file a motion, Rule 5005(a)(1), and must serve it "on the
trustee or debtor in possession."  Rule 9013.
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L.B.R. 9014-3 spells out the mechanics of motion practice, including the following 

—how to obtain a hearing date before filing a motion;
—what papers must be filed with a motion;
—who, in addition to the trustee or debtor in possession, must be served with the
motion;
—who must be given notice of a motion and the hearing date; 
—the time within which an answer must be filed; and
—the certification procedure to be followed if no answer is filed and the movant
elects to request that the motion be determined without a hearing.

A motion filed in a case, other than a motion subject to L.B.R. 9014-2, is governed by
L.B.R. 9014-3.

Motion practice under L.B.R. 9014-3 works in this way.  A movant consults with
court's courtroom deputy before the motion is filed and obtains a hearing date.  The motion
and the Notice of Motion and Hearing Date are served as a matter of course on the
debtor, the trustee, the United States trustee, any official committee, and any person who
will be materially and adversely affected if the motion is granted.  Notice of the motion and
the hearing date must be given to all persons on the Clerk's Service List who have not been
served.  If a timely answer is not filed, the movant may so certify and request that the
motion be determined without a hearing.

For a small number of motions, compliance with L.B.R. 9014-3 does not fulfill the
movant's obligation under the F.R.B.P. because the applicable rule of the F.R.B.P.
requires either service or notice in addition to that required under L.B.R. 9014-3.
Subdivision (l) is included in L.B.R. 9014-3 in order to call counsel's attention to the need
to consult the applicable F.R.B.P. 

Note:  Subdivision (e) was added, effective December 11, 2000, in order to maintain,
as much as possible, the current practice in contested matters in light of the amendments
to F.R.Civ.P. 26, which became effective on December 1, 2000.
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LOCAL BANKRUPTCY FORM 9014-3

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

               In re: :     Chapter
:

Debtor  :     Bankruptcy No.

*    *    *    *    *    *    *

                       NOTICE OF MOTION, RESPONSE DEADLINE
 AND HEARING DATE

   (Name of movant)         has filed (specify name of motion) with the court for
(describe the relief sought in the motion).

Your rights may be affected.  You should read these papers carefully and
discuss them with your attorney, if you have one in this bankruptcy case.  (If you
do not have an attorney, you may wish to consult an attorney.)

1. If you do not want the court to grant the relief sought in the motion or if you want the
court to consider your views on the motion, then on or before XX/XX/XX you or your
attorney must do all of the following:

(a) file an answer explaining your position at

(       address of bankruptcy clerk's office          )

If you mail your answer to the bankruptcy clerk’s office for filing, you must mail it early
enough so that it will be received on or before the date stated above; and

              (b) mail a copy to the movant’s attorney:

[Attorney’s name] ..........................
[Firm name] ................................. 
[Address] .....................................
[Phone No.]..................................
[Fax No.].....................................

LBF 9014-3
Click on title to print form only.====>>
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[If applicable, name and address of others to be served.]
2. If you or your attorney do not take the steps described in paragraphs 1(a) and 1(b)

above and attend the hearing, the court may enter an order granting the relief requested in
the motion.

3. A hearing on the motion is scheduled to be held before the Honorable (name of
bankruptcy judge) on XX/XX/XX, at___________ in Courtroom _______ , United
States Bankruptcy Court, (address of Bankruptcy Court).  Unless the court orders
otherwise, the hearing on this contested matter will be an evidentiary hearing at which
witnesses may testify with respect to disputed material factual issues in the manner directed
by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9014(d).

4. If a copy of the motion is not enclosed, a copy of the motion will be provided to you
if you request a copy from the attorney named in paragraph 1(b).

5.You may contact the Bankruptcy Clerk's office at 215-408-2800 to find out whether
the hearing has been canceled because no one filed an answer.

Date: ......................., .................
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SOURCE

This form is derived from Official Form 20A.

L.B.R. 9004-2 provides in paragraph (v) that the caption of a motion shall contain “the
full title of the ....motion which includes the name of the .... [movant] and  describes the
relief requested.”  A title of a motion adequately describes the relief requested if it is plain
from the title what the motion is about and what specific relief is sought. For example, if the
motion is for relief from the automatic stay to permit foreclosure of a lien on real property,
the title of the motion should state as follows: "Motion of Bank of Philadelphia for Relief
from the Automatic Stay to Permit the Bank of Philadelphia to Foreclose on 333 Main
Street, Philadelphia, PA."

The first paragraph of the L.B.F. 9014-3 also requires the movant to "describe the relief
sought in the motion."  If the movant has properly titled the motion as required by L.B.R.
9004-2, that description of the relief requested may be used in the L.B.F. 9014-3 Notice
of Motion. If there is any doubt about whether the title of the caption is adequate, the
movant should substitute in the Notice of Motion a description of the relief requested that
does adequately describe the relief requested.  

This form may have to be adapted in some situations.

1. If an objection to the motion is the proper response, “objection” should be substituted
for “answer.”  It should also be noted that the time for filing an objection may be
established by a specific F.R.B.P. or a L.B.R. rather than the 15 day period of L.B.R.
9014-3(i).  An objection to modification of a confirmed chapter 12 or 13 plan must be
filed within 20 days, F.R.B.P. 3015(g), and an objection to a disclosure statement must
be filed no later than five days before the hearing, L.B.R. 3016-1(e).  On the other hand,
objections to a motion to sell free and clear, L.B.R. 6004-1, and for approval of an
agreement under F.R.B.P. 4004(d)(2) must be filed within 15 days.

2. Under L.B.R.9014-3(h), notice of a motion must be given only to those on the
Clerk's Service List, but the movant must provide a copy to anyone on the Clerk's Service
List who requests a copy.  Paragraph 4 is appropriate when the notice is provided only to
those on the Clerk's Service List.  If notice is given to all creditors, paragraph 4 should be
amended to read

If a copy of the motion is not enclosed, a copy of the motion will be provided to
you if you are on the Clerk's Service List and you request a copy from the
attorney named in paragraph 1(b).
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Local Rule 9014-4

Certification of Service or Notice

(a) Service.  A certification of service of an application, motion, objection, or other
paper filed with the court shall state the title of the paper served, the names of all persons
on whom and the address where the paper has been served, the entities those persons
represent, and when and how service has been made.  

(b) Notice.  A certification of notice shall include (1) the text of the notice that was given
or be accompanied by a copy of the notice that was given; and (2) contain the names of
all persons on whom and the address where the notice has been given, the entities those
persons represent, and when and how notice has been given.

(c) Combined Certification.  A certification of service and a certification of notice may
be combined.

SOURCE

This rule is a revised version of 97 L.B.R. 9013.1.  Subdivision (b) explicitly covers the
form of certification of notice.

Local Rule 9015-1

Jury Trial

A statement of consent to have a jury trial conducted by a bankruptcy judge specially
designated to conduct a jury trial under 28 U.S.C. § 157(e) shall be filed and served (1)
by a party demanding a jury trial within the time permitted under F.R.Civ.P. 38(b) to
demand a jury trial, and (2) by all other parties within 10 days of the timely filing of a
statement of consent by the party demanding a jury trial.

SOURCE

On December 1, 1997, a new F.R.B.P. 9015 became effective.  New F.R.B.P. 9015
(b) leaves to local rule making the determination of when a consent to a jury trial before
a bankruptcy judge specially designated to conduct a jury trial under 28 U.S.C, 157(e)
must be filed.
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F.R.B.P. 9015(a) makes F.R.Civ.P. 38 applicable to bankruptcy cases and
proceedings.  Under Rule 38(b), a demand for a jury trial must be filed and served "not
later than 10 days after the service of a last pleading directed" to the issue or issues for
which a jury trial is demanded.  Under L.B.R. 9015-1, the party demanding a jury trial
must also file and serve a statement of consent to a jury trial before the bankruptcy judge
within the 10 day period of Rule 38(b).  If a statement of consent is timely filed by the
party demanding a jury trial, the other parties have 10 days from the filing of that consent
to file their own consents.  If the consents of all of the other parties are filed within the 10
day period, the bankruptcy court may conduct the jury trial.

Local Rule 9019-1

Settlements and Agreed Orders 

In any matter in which a proponent of a settlement or stipulation in a case or adversary
proceeding seeks court approval without notice to those specified in F.R.B.P. 9019 and
2002, the proponent shall state with particularity the reasons why such notice is not
necessary.

SOURCE

97 L.B.R. 9019.1.

Local Rule 9019-2

Arbitration

Any adversary proceeding classified by the plaintiff's counsel as an action to recover
money damages not in excess of $150,000 shall be subject to compulsory arbitration
before a panel of arbitrators. The procedure for arbitration shall be that set forth in Rule
53.2 of the Local Rules of Civil Procedure of the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the procedures of which Rule are hereby adopted as part
of these Rules. The trial de novo under that Rule shall be to the bankruptcy court.

SOURCE

Amended pursuant to the February 28, 2000, Order of the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania and effective March 1, 2000.  
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Local Rule 9019-3

Mediation

(a) Certification of Mediators.  The Chief Judge shall certify as many mediators as the
Chief Judge determines are necessary. 

(b) Application.  An application for certification as a mediator may be obtained from
the clerk.  A properly completed application may be submitted to the clerk. 

(c) Selection Criteria.  

(1)  Attorney Applicants.  An attorney admitted to the bar of this court under L.B.R.
2090-1 may be certified as a mediator if the attorney (i) has  served as a mediator on a
regular basis or participated in or is willing to participate in formal mediation training and
(ii) has been involved actively for at least three (3) years

(A) as counsel of record in bankruptcy cases either for the debtor, debtor in
possession, trustee, or creditors' committee, or for a party to adversary
proceedings or contested matters; or

(B) as an academic or practicing attorney in matters that involve legal or factual
issues or business transactions that are the subject of litigation before this
court.

(2) Non-Attorney Applicants.  A person who is not an attorney may be certified as a
mediator if the person (i) has served as a mediator on a regular basis or participated in or
is willing to participate in formal mediation training and (ii) has been involved actively for
at least three (3) years

(A) as a professional in bankruptcy cases; or 

(B) as a participant or a professional in matters that involve legal or factual issues
or business transactions that are the subject of litigation before this court.

(d) Register of Certified Mediators: Retention of Appointment Orders.  The clerk
shall maintain a Register of Certified Mediators and provide a copy of the 
Register on request.  Orders appointing mediators shall be retained by the clerk and the
clerk shall maintain a record of each mediator's appointments.
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(e) Orders Appointing a Mediator.  Any matter arising in a case, other than an
adversary proceeding subject to compulsory arbitration under L.B.R. 9019-2, may be
assigned for mediation.  The court, on its own motion, or on the request of a party may
assign a matter for mediation.  If the court determines a matter will be assigned for
mediation, the court, after consultation with the parties, shall appoint a mediator from the
Register of Certified Mediators.  The clerk shall mail promptly a copy of the order to the
mediator.

(f) Compensation.  A mediator who accepts an appointment volunteers the time
expended to prepare for the mediation and to conduct a mediation conference or
conferences lasting up to four (4) hours.  After completion of four (4) hours in a mediation
conference or conferences, the mediator may either (i) continue to volunteer the mediator's
time or (ii) give the parties the option to agree to pay the mediator $150 per hour for
additional time spent on the mediation.  The parties shall each pay a pro rata share of the
mediator's compensation, unless they agree to some other allocation of the obligation to
pay the fee.  A motion to enforce a party's obligation under this subdivision to compensate
a mediator is governed by L.B.R. 9014-3.

(g) Disqualification to Serve as Mediator.  Mediators shall be disqualified for bias or
prejudice as provided in 28 U.S.C. § 144 and shall disqualify themselves from proceeding
with any appointment when they would be required to disqualify themselves under 28
U.S.C. § 455 if they were a justice, judge, or magistrate judge.  Within five (5) days of
receiving an order of appointment the mediator shall notify the clerk that the appointment
is accepted and there is no ground for disqualification or that mediator is disqualified.

(h) Confidentiality: Service of Mediator's Law Firm.  A mediator shall treat all
information obtained during the mediation process as confidential.  A mediator's law firm
is not automatically disqualified from employment as a professional in a case or from
representing a party in the case solely because of the mediator's prior service in a case.
If the mediator's law firm is employed as a professional in a case or undertakes
representation of a party in the case and disclosure of information obtained by the mediator
in the mediation would be harmful, an appropriate screening mechanism shall be
established by the mediator's law firm to insure the mediator has no connection with the
law firm's discharge of its responsibilities in the case.

(i) Parties to the Mediation.  On the request of the mediator or on the court's own
motion, the court may direct that additional parties participate in the mediation or be invited
to participate in the mediation.
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(j) Scheduling Mediation Conference.

(1) Authority of Mediator.  The mediator shall select the date, time, and, subject to
subdivision (j)(2), the location of the initial mediation conference and all other mediation
activities.  
 

(2) Location.  Promptly after the entry of an order appointing a mediator, the clerk shall
advise the mediator of the dates and times mediation facilities are available at the
courthouse. The initial mediation conference and any additional conferences shall be held
in the courthouse unless the mediator determines that it is in the interest of the mediator and
the parties to hold the conference at another location designated by the mediator.

(3) Date.  The date of the initial mediation conference shall be no later than thirty (30)
days after the mediator is notified of the appointment.

(4) Notice.  The clerk shall give notice to the parties of the name of the mediator and
the date, time, and location of the initial mediation conference at least 15 days before the
date of the initial mediation conference.

(5) Continuance.  The mediator may continue the initial conference to  a date that is no
later than sixty (60) days after the mediator is notified of the appointment if the parties
consent and the mediator finds that exceptional circumstances prevent holding the initial
conference on the original date or fairness to the parties justifies a continuance.  If the initial
conference is continued to a later date, the mediator shall notify the judge who entered the
appointment order.

(6) Additional Conferences. The mediator, with the consent of the parties, may schedule
additional mediation conferences.

(k) Mediation Procedure

(1) No Automatic Continuance of Matters Assigned to Mediation.  A trial or hearing
will not be continued to accommodate a mediation unless the parties consent to the
continuance and the court so directs.

(2) Mediation Memorandum.  Not later than three (3) days before the initial mediation
conference, each party shall deliver or telecopy to the mediator and to each other party a
mediation conference memorandum no longer than two (2) pages, summarizing the nature
of the matter and the party's positions on (1) the major factual and legal issues affecting
liability, (2) the relief sought by each party and (3) settlement.  Mediation memoranda are
solely for use in the mediation process and shall not be filed. 
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(3) Attendance of Counsel at Mediation Conference.  An attorney who is responsible
for the representation of a party shall attend the initial mediation conference and any
additional mediation conferences.  Local counsel for an attorney attending a conference
does not have to appear.  Each attorney shall be prepared to discuss in good faith the
following:

(i) all liability issues;

(ii) all damage issues; and

(iii) the client's position on settlement.

(4) Attendance of Parties at Mediation Conference.  If an individual or any other entity
that is a party to a mediation resides within or has its principal place of business located
within the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, the individual shall attend the mediation confer-
ence in person and any other entity shall have a person with decision making authority for
it attend the mediation conference.  All other individuals or entities that are parties to the
mediation must be available by telephone and the person available by telephone must have
decision making authority.  The mediator for cause may excuse attendance completely or
authorize participation by telephone.

(5) Sanctions.  Willful failure of an attorney or a party to comply with subdivisions (k)(3)
or (k)(4) shall be reported to the judge who entered the appointment order and may result
in imposition of appropriate sanctions. 

(6) No Recording of Mediation Conference.  A mediation conference shall not be
recorded by any means.

(7) Conclusion of Mediation.  The mediator shall file a Mediation Report on the form
provided by the clerk within ten (10) days of the conclusion of the mediation.  If the
mediation results in an agreement for the resolution of the matter, the parties shall determine
which of them will prepare the stipulation of settlement, have the stipulation of settlement
executed, and file the requisite motion for court approval. A motion for court approval shall
be filed no later than thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the mediation.

(8) Confidentiality of Mediation: No Use at Trial or Otherwise.  A Mediation
Submission, a mediator's written settlement recommendation memorandum or any oral
suggestions relating to settlement, and any statement of a party, an attorney, the mediator,
or other participant is confidential and privileged and shall not be disclosed to third parties.
F.R.E. 408 applies to mediation under this rule and no statement made during the
mediation process or writing used during the mediation process shall be offered or
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admissible as evidence in any trial or hearing, made known to the court or jury, or
construed for any purpose as an admission.  Papers relating to the mediation, except the
Mediation Report, shall not be filed or delivered to a judge of the court.  This subdivision
does not apply to the reporting of or processing of complaints about unlawful or unethical
conduct during the mediation process.  

SOURCE

This rule is derived from the Standing Order of the Bankruptcy Court dated  May 2,
1994 (S.O.) and Local Rule of Civil Procedure 53.2.1..

Subdivision (a) is derived from S.O. ¶ 1.1.

Subdivision (b) is derived from L.R.Civ.P. 53.2.1(1)(c).

Subdivision (c)(1) is a revision of S.O. ¶¶ 1.2(b), 1.3, and 1.4. Subdivision (c)(2),
which authorizes the certification of individuals who are not attorneys as mediators, is new.

Subdivision (d) is a revision of S.O. ¶¶ 1.1, 2.2, and 3.5.

Subdivision (e) is derived from S.O. ¶¶ 3.1 and 3.2.

Subdivision (f) is new.

Subdivision (g) is derived from L.R.Civ.P. 53.2.1(4)(e).

Subdivision (h) is derived from S.O. ¶ 3.6.

Subdivision (i) is derived from S.O. ¶ 3.1.

Subdivision (j) is derived from S.O. ¶¶ 4.2 and 4.9. Subdivision(j)(2) is new. Mediation
conferences are to be held in the courthouse unless the mediator determines that there is
a significant reason why everyone would be better served by holding the conference at a
different location.
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Subdivision (k).  The sources of the respective parts of this subdivision are as follows:

Part S.O

(1) No Automatic Continuance ¶ 3.1 
(2) Mediation Memorandum L.R.Civ.P. 53.2.1(5)(a)
(3) Attendance of Counsel  ¶ 4.4
(4) Attendance of Parties  ¶ 4.5
(5) Sanctions  ¶ 4.6
(6) No Recording  ¶ 4.7
(7) Conclusion of Mediation  ¶ 5.1
(8) Confidentiality ¶¶ 4.3, 4.7, and 4.8

Local Rule 9076-1

Telephone Conferences

(a) Availability.  The court, on its own motion or on the request of a party, may direct
that a conference on any matter or the argument or hearing on any motion, application, or
objection be by telephone conference without court appearance.  A verbatim record of a
telephone conference shall be made if directed by the court.

(b) Scheduling.  A party shall consult with the courtroom deputy for the judge to whom
the case is assigned to request the scheduling of a telephone conference.

SOURCE

This rule is new.
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                 (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2002.2(a)
                 (c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2002.5

2004-1 Examinations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2004.1

20l0-1 Trustees: Funds of Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2010.1

2014-1 Employment of Professionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2014.1

2014-2 Attorney: Estates’ Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2014.2

2015-1 Operating Reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2015.1
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2016-1 Compensation of Professionals: Procedure . . . . . . . . . 2002.2(b)-(d)

2016-2 Compensation of Debtor’s Counsel: Short Form . . . . . . . . . . . . New

2016-3 Compensation of Professionals: Detailed Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . New

2016-4 Disclosure Attorney Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2016.1

2082-1 Chapter 12-General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1017.2

2083-1 Chapter 13-General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1017.2

2090-1 Attorneys-Admission to Practice (a) - (c) . . . . . . . . 9010.4(a) & (b)
                                       (d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9010.3

2090-2 Attorneys-Discipline and Disbarment (a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9010.4(c)
                                                         (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New

                                             (c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9011.1

2091-1 Attorneys-Withdrawal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9010.1(d)

3001-1 Proofs of Claim in Chap. 12 and 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3001.1

3007-1 Objections to Claims (a), (c) & (d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3007.1
                                 (b) & (e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New
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                                         (c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3020.1

3015-2 Chapter 12 or Chapter 13 Plans: Modification . . . . . . . . . . . 3019.1

3016-1 Chapter 11 Plans: Disclosure Statement Approval Required 
                                (a)-(f) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3016.1
                                (g) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New
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                                  (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4008.2
                                  (c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4008.1

5001-1 Court Administration (a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5001.1
                     (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5001.2(a)
                     (c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5001.2(b)-(e)

5009-1 Closing of Chapter 11 Cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5009.1

5011-1 Withdrawal of Reference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New

5070-1 Calendars and Scheduling (a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New
                            (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1017.2(f)
                            (c)-(e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9013.2

5080-1 Fees-Generally . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9004.1(c)

5081-1 Fees-Form of Payment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1002.2(b)

6004-1 Motion to Sell Free and Clear of Liens or Other Interests . . . . . New

6007-1 Objection to Abandonment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New

7003-1 Adversary Proceeding Cover Sheet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7003.1

7005-1 Motions in Adversary Proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New
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7016-1 Pretrial Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7016.1

7023-1 Class Actions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7023.1

7026-1 Discovery (a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7037.1
                (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F.R.B.P. 7034

7041-1 Notice of Dismissal of Adversary Proceeding . . . . . . . . . . . . 7041.1

7041-2 Settlement of Adversary Proceeding or Contested Matter . . . 7041.2

8001-1 Transmittal of Notice of Appeal to Bankruptcy Judge . . . . . . . . . New

8001-2 Motions Filed in Connection with an Appeal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New

9004-1 Papers 9004.1(a) & (c)

9104-2 Caption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9004.2

9008-1 Publication of Notices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9008.1

9010-1 Attorneys-Appearance (a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New
                        (b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9010.2
                        (c)-(e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9010.1

9011-1 Information Accompanying Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New

9013-1 Applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9013.3 & 9014.1

9014-1 Motions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9013.3 & 9014.1

9014-2 Motions Determined Without Hearing . . . . . . . . . . 9013.3 & 9014.1

9014-3 General Motion Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9013.3 & 9014.1
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9014-4 Certification of Services or Notice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9013.1

9015-1 Jury Trial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9015.1

9019-1 Settlements and Agreed Orders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9019.1

9019-2 Arbitration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9019.2

9019-3 Mediation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Standing Order

9076-1 Telephone Conferences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New
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3007.1 Objecting to Claims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3007-1

3007.2 Objections to Claim in Chaps. 12 and 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deleted

3010.1 Small Dividends in Chapter 13 Cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . deleted

3015.1 Service of Chaps. 12 and 13 Plans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3015-1(b)

3016.1 Disclosure Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3016-1

3019.1 Modified Chap. 12 or 13 Plan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3015-2
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7016.1 Pretrial Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7016-1

7023.1 Class Actions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7023-1
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9010.4 Admission to Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2090-1

9011.1 Expedition of Court Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2090-2

9013.1 Certification of Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9014-4

9013.2 Notice to Reschedule Matters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5070-1

9013.3 Procedure for Filing Applications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9013-1

9014.1 Procedure for Filing in Cases and Adversary
 Proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9014-1 to 9014-3

9014.2 Expedited Matters and Emergency Relief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5070-1(f)

9015.1 Jury Trial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9015-1

9019.1 Approval of Settlements Without Notice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9019-1

9019.2 Compulsory Arbitration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9019-2
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